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Planisphere of Domingos Teixeira (1573) 

 
 
Date: 1573 
Author: Domingos Teixeira (Portugal). 
Description: The Planisphere of Domingos Teixeira was made by this Portuguese 
cartographer in 1573, during the reign of Sebastian of Portugal. It is made and painted 
by hand on a piece of parchment and is now conserved in the Bibliothèque nationale de 
France. 
 It is one of the first full world maps showing the spice routes, both the 
Portuguese route of Vasco da Gama, following the east route and the Spanish route 
towards the west, discovered by Ferdinand Magellan (shows the Terra Magellanica not 
yet circumnavigated by Diego Ramirez de Arellano that christened it Isla de Xativa. 
 One can see the scope of the Tordesillas Meridian, both on the side of America 
(Brazil) and at the opposite side of the world at the Philippines, that according to the 
Treaty of Zaragoza should belong to Portugal, as they are in the “Portuguese 
hemisphere”. 
 However, it is surprising to see that the supposedly Castilian colonization and 
exploitation territories are represented with the four bars of the Catalan monarchy. This 
document, then, is a valuable example of the reality of the historical events of that time. 
Also, given the time frame of 1573 the Far East depicting Japan and Korea and the areas 
of northern European and North America are poorly represented. Greenland seems to 
be still connected to Scandinavia. The mythical islands of Hy-Brazil and Friesland are still 
being displayed in the north Atlantic. While the Pacific Ocean is represented as a large 
and almost totally empty space. 
 The profusion of national flags indicate that territorial rights/claims are a 
dominant theme of the map. 
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Detail: Greenland, Iceland Friesland Hy-Brazil, the British Isles, Norway 

 

 
Detail: Madagascar 
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Detail: South America and the Tordesillas Meridian, 

 
 


