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TITLE: World Map of Ravenna 
DATE:  Seventh century 
AUTHOR:  unknown (Castorius?) 
DESCRIPTION: In the middle of the seventh century an anonymous cleric from 
Ravenna, Italy wrote a description of the world in five books.  Though entirely the result 
of compilation, according to the historian J.K. Wright this cosmography is in many 
respects the most elaborate and interesting geographical book dating from the early 
medieval West.  The sources quoted and utilized are extremely varied, including the 
Bible, “Jordanis” [Jordandes], Orosius, Isidore, pagan authors such as Porphyry, 
Iamblichus, Aristarchus and Lollianus, Ptolemy (whom he titles erroneously ‘King of the 
Macedonians in Egypt’), and possibly the Tabula Peutingeriana (#120), in addition to a 
number of Greek, Roman and Gothic writings otherwise unknown.  The unknown 
author most frequently cited is a Roman cosmographer by the name of Castorius.  The 
citations, names and extracts from Castorius correspond very closely to the legends on 
the Tabula Peutingeriana and have led scholars such as Konrad Miller to the conclusion 
that the latter represents the work of Castorius (presumably a Roman cosmographer of 
the third century).   
 Many scholars have presumed that a map of the world accompanied this 
Ravenna treatise, even though none has survived.  Yet the map of the Ravennese, if it 
was ever really executed, must have been very different from such itinerary-type plans 
as the Tabula Peutingeriana, considering the anonymous geographer’s written 
descriptions.   Was it round, square, oval, or of some other shape?  Was it planned from 
a center at Jerusalem, Constantinople, or Ravenna itself?  Or was it, after all, only the 
work of the Castorius whom the Ravennese so constantly quotes, and who was possibly 
the compiler of a pictorial itinerary of the classical pattern?  Included here are two 
attempts at a reconstruction of the “map of the anonymous geographer from Ravenna”, 
the first from the facsimile atlas of Professor Konrad Miller, the second from Charles 
Beazley with a Ravenna-centered oval reconstruction modified from that by Avezac.  
Kiepert has given, in Pinder and Parthey’s edition of the Ravennese, a circular 
restoration, with Jerusalem in the center; Marinelli (Erdkunde, 71-74) has argued very 
skillfully for a middle point at Constantinople; while Lelewel believes that the map of 
the Ravennese was right-angled.  
 The map historian Konrad Miller’s reconstruction of the anonymous Ravennan’s 
world map shown below is of an elaborate T-O type. The map is oriented with East at 
the top and as the author was from Ravenna, all the meridian lines are shown 
converging on Ravenna. The habitable world is surrounded by the Northern, Southern, 
Eastern and Western Oceans with the Mediterranean Sea as the main dividing body of 
water separating the continents. 
 The Caspian Sea is yet again pictured as a gulf, leading into the Northern Ocean, 
while the Persian and Arabian gulfs open into the Red Sea, which itself leads into the 
Southern Ocean. Places shown in the vicinity of the Caspian are Iberia, Albania and 
Caspia, as well as Montes Caspii – running from the shores of this lake to the Caucasi 
Montes. The rivers Araxis and Cyrus (Kura), which, in reality, join before they reach the 
Caspian, here are shown flowing into it separately. In the middle of the Caucasian range 
there is a gate named Portae Caspiae, which denotes the Daryal Gorge or Pass, since these 
are located in the middle of mountain ranges, while the actual Caspian Gates (the pass 
near Derbend) are located at the extremity of the mountain range, near the Caspian Sea. 
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Albania is shown southwest of the Caspian Sea, near Armenia, from which it is 
separated by the Caucasi Montes. Iberia is located north of Albania, near the Caspian Sea 
and the Montes Caspii [Caspian Mountains, which is the name given also to the 
Caucasus]. Colchia[s] is shown at the northeastern shores of the Black Sea. 
 Armenia is shown to the southwest of the Caucasian Mountains and north of 
Mesopotamia. The source of the rivers Tigris and Euphrates are the Armenian 
Mountains. Countries in the immediate vicinity of Armenia are Iberia, Albania, Hyrcania, 
Media Maior, Parthia, Assyria, Syria, Cilicia and Chaldaei. 
 Mare Magnum [the Mediterranean] is filled with a multitude of islands, the 
largest of which is Sicilia, followed by Creta and Cyprus. Propontis [Sea of Marmara] leads 
into the Golfus Ponticus [Gulf of Pontos] and the Paludes Maeotides [Azov marshes]. The 
river Tanais [Don] empties into the marshes and bears the legend Tanais, dividing Asia 
from Europe. 
 Europe is laden with names of its constituent peoples and provinces. Here the 
meridians converge on Ravenna, showing it to be the source of the map. 
Britannia,Ybernia [Ireland] and Thyle [Iceland], together with many other smaller islands 
are shown surrounding the Western ocean. Other countries and provinces shown in 
Europe are Dardania, Tracia, Macedonia, Tessalia, Ellas [Greece], Archaia, Sarmatiae, 
Illyricus, Datia Maior, Mysia, Dania, Germania, Francia, Burgundia, Iberia, Spania and others, 
many of them located in the region of Italy. 
 Various African countries and tribes are named within the continent, which is 
divided from Asia by the river Geon or Nile. The Nile has its source in the mountains 
located in southeast Africa from where it flows north into the Mediterranean, passing 
through Egypt. In Upper Egypt there is an island in the Nile, which bears the legend 
Meroia Insula, situated near Thebais [Thebes].  
 The main importance of the work of the anonymous geographer from Ravenna 
in relation to the geography of the crusading age lies in the fact that a large portion of it 
was included in a compilation made by a Guido in 1119 (#216).   
 
LOCATION:  (reconstruction only) 
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A reconstruction of the seventh century world map by the anonymous geographer of Ravenna, 
centered on Cyclades, with islands circling the sacred isle of Delos  

(see also #215 by Henry of Mainz),  
from Konrad Miller’s Die ältesten Weltkarten, Vol. VI, Map table 1, 1898 
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A reconstruction of the seventh century world map by the anonymous geographer of Ravenna, 
centered on Ravenna (after Avezac, from Beazley) 

 
 
 


