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TITLE: The Sawley Map, a.k.a. World Map of Henry of Mainz
DATE: 1188 A.D.
AUTHOR: Honorius Augustodunensis/ Henry of Mainz [Mayence]
DESCRIPTION: According to Alfred Hiatt the contents of the Sawley map’s manuscript,
Cambridge, Corpus Christi College, MS 66, offer insight into the function of the map and
its broader role within medieval culture. The Sawley map forms the frontispiece to a
copy of a popular 12th century encyclopedia, the De imago mundi of Honorius
Augustodunensis (c. 1080- 1157). Honorius’ work begins with a geographical
description, but the details of his geography do not accord in precise detail with the
map. This medieval world map apparently belongs to a family of cartographical works
that can be compared with the more closely-knit members of the Beatus genealogy (#207).
This family or group, besides this map, includes the tiny Psalter map of about 1230 A.D.
and the large Hereford and Ebstorf examples of the later 13th century, huge wall-pictures
which represented, in size though not in execution, the possible 11th century original
more closely than their elder but smaller brethren or cousins (for examples of these other
‘family members’, see monographs #223, #224 and #226). Lastly, the so-called Jerome maps
of about 1150 A.D. may be collaterally referred to the same family, through the medium
of the Mainz design.
The map shown in this monograph is to be found in the De imago mundi [Image
of the World], a kind of medieval encyclopedia attributed to a certain Henry, probably
the same person as Henry [Heinrich], a Canon of the Church of St. Mary in Mayence
[Mainz, Germany], who in 1111 A.D. appeared before the Episcopal Court of Mainz;
possibly he is the same as the Archbishop Henry, who ruled this church between 1142
and 1152. Most of the manuscripts of the Imago Mundi identify the author as Honorius,
but between the table of contents and the text in the Cambridge manuscript (which
contains the map under study here) is a note: ‘This Henry who complied this book was a
canon of the church of St Mary of the city of Mainz.’ This note, which may refer to Honorius
in his previous life before his conversion, has led to the identification of the map as
being by ‘Henry of Mainz’. An almost contemporary of Lambert of St Omer (#217),
Honorius Augustodunensis (1098-1156) composed his Imago Mundi as a digest of
knowledge, designed for isolated communities of monks without access to large
libraries. As a frontispiece of this late 12th century or early 13th century manuscript, there
appears this world map with more than 200 place names and legends. His work, part of
a prodigious literary output, also became popular among the growing educated nobility
of the 12th century and hundreds of manuscript copies survive today. The map historian
P.D.A. Harvey maintains that it would be best to refer to the map henceforth as ‘the
Sawley map’, after the Yorkshire abbey where it was housed not later than the early 13th
century. ‘To call it the “Henry of Mainz” map is a misnomer that can only mislead’, writes
Harvey. ‘Henry of Mainz had nothing to do with the map, if, indeed, he ever existed at all.’
Honorius introduces the Imago Mundi by saying ‘This little book has the title, image
of the world, because one might see in it the description of the whole world as if in a mirror.’ He
goes on to say that his work is totally based upon ancient authorities, a guarantee of
quality in the Middle Ages. Imago Mundi is basically a De natura rerum, divided into
three books. They are not titled, but their subject matter is, in Book I, a description of the
universe, beginning with the earth and its waters, and ascending through the realms of
air and fire (a reversal of Isidore’s (#205) order in his De natura rerum); Book II, on time,
including the computus; Book III, on history, a concise narrative uniting biblical events
with those of other civilizations, within the structure of the six ages.
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In any case, the map accompanies a work that was written about 1110 A.D., and
was dedicated to the famous and unfortunate Matilda, wife of the Emperor Henry V,
daughter of Henry I of England, and mother of Henry II. This work, also known as the
Imago Mundi de dispositione orbis, a compendious encyclopedic description of the world,
also containing a short chronicle of universal history in seven books, was copied and
interpolated, but not originally composed, by the Sawley’s author; it was really the work
of a contemporary, Honorius of Autun, and was the most widely read book of its type.
In fact the copy of Imago Mundi that was produced by “Henry”, which this world map
illustrates, is older than any surviving work by Honorius himself. The map, however, is
apparently the addition of the scribe “Henry”, and is not derived from Honorius,
although the historian Beazley and others suspect that it is based on another and older
design of possibly the 11th century. The general character of the compilation is
illustrated by a remark at the close of the dedicatory letter: “I place nothing in this work
except that which is approved by the best authorities”. According to J.K. Wright, the main
source of the geographical chapters was the Etymologiae of Isidore (#205), though the
author also drew directly from Orosius. It seems likely, indeed, that the geographical
chapter of Orosius served as a basis for the entire compilation and provided an outline
which was embellished by copious excerpts of detail from the more elaborate writings of
Isidore, Augustine, and Bede. Furthermore, it is even probable that the unknown author
had a map before him. He appears to have borrowed directly from the Collectanea rerum
memorabilium of Solinus and his account of the marvels of India, though elsewhere he
taps Solinus at second hand through the medium of Isidore.
Though indirectly made from the sources that the writers of the De imago mundi
and other medieval cosmographies utilized, the map was probably not compiled
directly from the De imago mundi but rather from a large wall map. Its affinities to the
immense late 13th century world disk in Hereford Cathedral (#226) make it seem
possible that both had a common source. In addition to the older nomenclature, about a
dozen more modern place names are to be found upon it.
The Sawley world map, preserved in a late 12th century manuscript copy of De
imago mundi in Cambridge College, England, is oval in form, of small size (about 29.5 x
20.5 cm), and contains 240 legends or inscriptions, together with a large number of
unnamed cities, mountains and rivers, whose titles can for the most part be ascertained
with the aid of its younger relatives, the Psalter, Ebstorf, Jerome and Hereford plans (#223,
#224, #225 and #226). The map has roughly 225 geographical names, including some cities
or regions that are shown with an architectural symbol. The majority of these images
allude to places of importance in Christianity, and, among them, we can highlight the
prominence in the map of the basilica of Santiago de Compostela [Galicia] as a church
with a high tower and topped by a cross; Roma with a construction that has a
semicircular access point, flanked by towers; Jerusalem with a great domed edifice, also
flanked by towers; the monastery of St Anthony in Egypt, by three small basilica-like
buildings; the tower of Babel, as a tall building; and the granaries of Joseph [Horrca
Ioseph) of the biblical texts, with which the Egyptian pyramids of Giza were confused in
the Middle Ages. The main difference of this map as compared with many other English
Sawley map is centered upon the Cyclades archipelago in the Aegean sea; a great island in
whose interior we find the place name Cyclades insule, being surrounded by a ring of
small islands, that, as described by Callimachus (third century BC) in his Hymn to Delos
(II, 10-22 and 300-1), seem to dance around the island of Delos. I do not know, however,
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if the centering of the map around this island was something intentional, and if so, what
might be the reasons for it.
The Sawley map places the Mediterranean Sea at its center, Paradise at the top,
and Africa and the British Isles at its edges. Contemporary cities and places appear
alongside biblical ones; standing landmarks share terrain with creatures and peoples
from ancient legends and popular adventure tales. The map marvelously and efficiently
compresses time and space, legend and fact into a single image. It is in some ways a onepage visual précis, presented in geographical terms, of the vast information contained in
the encyclopedia it introduces. Although the presented world-scheme is apparently
intended to illustrate the Imago Mundi copied by the author, the connection between the
two is but slender; for (as in the case of the Cottoniana and the text of Priscian it
accompanies, #210) the peculiarities of the chart are often not in the manuscript, nor are
those of the manuscript usually represented in the map. In reference to this lack of
correspondence between the Sawley map and the Imago, one may notice the former’s
selection of European cities is not represented in the latter, and that the interchange of
Thile and Tilos, which is found in the Imago is not on the map. As for author’s use of
colors, he is in line with the traditional medieval customs: all of the seas, save the
Persian and Arabian Gulfs, are light green, the Red Sea is red, the rivers violet, and the
relief shows red-lobed chains of mountains. Major settlements are indicated using
cathedrals, double towers and ramparts; and certain of the more important names are
rubricated.
The Sawley Map represents an image of the world that, in its broad outline, was
fairly standard in the 12th century and remained current well into the 15th century.
Nevertheless, it possesses certain distinctive features that offer clues to its provenance as
well as to its connections with other contemporary mappae mundi. The Sawley map shows
the known world of Asia, Europe and Africa, surrounded by ocean and oriented to the
East within an oval frame and centered on the island of Delos. The earthly Paradise
appears as an island in the Far East, with four
(unlabelled) rivers emerging from a single source.
This depiction accords with both biblical authority
and mainstream medieval tradition, which located
Paradise in the East, and identified the four rivers
as the Ganges (the biblical Phison), the Nile
(Gehon), the Tigris and the Euphrates, all of which
can be found on the map. Rivers indeed form a
crucial structuring element of the map in all three
of its parts. The rivers flow from the central point of the insular Paradise. The Tigris and
the Euphrates are also shown in Asia, immediately above and below the Tower of Babel,
while the river that separates the area labeled as Ethiopia from the rest of Africa is
identified as Gion. Phison is not expressly labeled, but the Ganges is shown close to
Paradise. An allegorical tradition set the Rivers of Paradise within a quadripartite worldview. By virtue of their number, the rivers were inserted early on into the tetradic
cosmology inherited from Graeco-Roman thought, coming to be associated with
quaternities including the cardinal directions or four regions of the earth. The rivers
were also linked with the Evangelists, another quaternity with a geographical
dimension, since the Gospels were understood as spreading to the four parts of the
world.
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The Ganges and Indus rivers are particularly prominent in India, as well as lesser
rivers such as the Hypanis (yppanis), Acesines and Hydaspes (ydaspes). Further west, the
Tigris and Euphrates define Mesopotamia and frame Babel’s tower, while in the Holy
Land the Jordan (the confluence of the Jor and Dan) flows into the Sea of Galilee and the
Dead Sea.
According to scholars such as Beazley, Santarem and Miller, the Sawley design is
obviously related to the Hereford mappamundi, as an elder to a younger brother; and the
similarities of detail in these two works may be traced in almost every part of the world
and in nearly every important feature of the draftsmanship. Santarem has well pointed
out, and Beazley seems to agree, that the Hereford scheme was a working up of the
Sawley author’s design. Like the world map of Lambert and the Hereford, the Sawley map
represents a world view, founded on classical antiquity but illuminated by Christian
theology. The island of Paradise is at the top of the map in the Far East, and the map is
flanked by four angels, one of whom points an admonitory finger toward the ‘gens
imunda’, the walled-up tribes of Gog and Magog who will emerge before the Last
Judgment Day. These angels stand in place of the traditional ‘winds’, which often
surround medieval world maps, and perhaps are intended for the four angels of
Revelation 7.1, who hold back the winds after the opening of the sixth seal. All of these
angels have golden halos, and are variously colored in green and red; while the figure
on the upper left hand carries something that has been variously interpreted as a cube or
die, a box, or a church. His clothes are green, except for an upper loose cloak, which is
red like the wings. Exactly the opposite arrangement of color is adopted with the angel
that fronts him on the right. Much of the map’s nomenclature is classical, largely
derived from Orosius, especially in Asia and Africa, but in Europe modern names and in
Palestine biblical information supplement the basic picture.
The overall configuration of the map with its sinuous coastlines and irregularly
shaped bodies of water most recalls the Anglo Saxon/Cottoniana map (#210). To call it a TO map seems a perversion of the term or genus. The continents are
not named, nor is there any reference to the sons of Noah. The
Mediterranean occupies the center, making a 90-degree turn to the
north as it passes the tip of Italy, while the Tanais River flows from
the Black Sea into the northern ocean. There is no fourth continent,
nor indication of the ‘zones’, which Honorius describes in his text.
The whole appears to be centered on the island of Delos, surrounded
by the other islands of the Cyclades. Also in the Mediterranean at the
tip of Italy is a ‘barking dog’s head’ to represent the perils of Scylla,
while a spiral indicates Charybdis.
As to this, we may compare the varied outline of the coast, on the north of
Europe and Asia, and the position and outline of the Baltic Sea, of the Scandinavian
peninsula, of the Caspian, and of the lands of the Gog-Magog, the Hyperboreans and the
Dog-headed folk. The coastline near Paradise may also be compared, and the islands
adjoining this coast, such as Taraconta, likewise the position and outline of the Persian
Gulf, the Red Sea and the island of Taprobane. The peninsular form of Italy is more
developed on the Sawley map than in the Hereford, but the delineation is not dissimilar.
Thus both maps have the same widening of the Mediterranean at its eastern extremity,
the same projecting horns to represent the angles of the Levant, the same elongation of
the Black and Azov Seas, the same approximation of the last to the Northern Ocean.
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The depiction of the Nile River in many ways dominates the map’s depiction of
Africa. The river appears in two parts. One emerges from a source near the Red Sea,
identified as fialus, and runs west and then north, eventually bifurcating around lower
Egypt and entering the Mediterranean. The other Nile spans nearly the entirety of
Africa, beginning in the far west near the Atlas Mountains, before progressing eastwards
under its biblical name, Gion, past a basilisk, a tributary (Triton) and a lake (Calearsum),
before disappearing into the sands of Ethiopia. The Sawley map’s representation of the
two Niles derives from Pliny’s Natural history, as distilled through Paulus Orosius’ early
fifth-century Historiae adversus paganos [History against the pagans], but with significant
input from Solinus’ Polyhistor. The dual Nile was a standard feature of mappae mundi,
found on early examples such as the eighth-century Vatican Easter Tables map (#205), the
11th century Cottoniana map (#210), the Hereford (#226) and Ebstorf (#224) maps of c. l300,
as well as in Islamic geography. The Nile River on the Sawley map resembles these maps
in adopting the theory of three sections, (a) a short one springing from a lake (Nilidis
Lacus) near the Atlantic; (b) a long stretch from a larger lake (Lacus Maximus) running
parallel to the Southern Ocean, to a second point of submergence (hic mergitur); (c) the
Nile of Egypt, springing from a Fons Fialus near the Red Sea, penetrating the Montes
Nibiae [i.e., Nubia], and thence flowing in a southwest direction to the Mediterranean.
Both the Hereford and Sawley mappaemundi also introduce a Lake and River of Triton
flowing into the Middle Nile (in a southwest direction) from the Altars of the Phileni,
which are wrongly placed, far from the Mediterranean.
Nubia, as it is commonly known, was called Æthiopia in classical antiquity, a
name that remained widely used throughout the Medieval Period and even later. The
importance still attached to the term “Ethiopia” in the Middle Ages may be explained by
the nature of the sources that supplied the Medieval knowledge about Africa. The works
of Latin classical authors like Pliny the Elder and Solinus or post-classical and early
medieval writers such as Orosius and Isidore of Seville were still regarded as the main
authorities on geographical subjects. Another reason lies in the fact that “Ethiopia” is
mentioned several times in the Bible, in both the Old and New Testaments.
One must bear in mind, however, that medieval
writers used the word Ethiopia (or Ethiopes) to designate a
variety of geographical and ethnic realities. Etymologically,
Ethiopia is the territory of the Ethiops, whose skin has been
burnt by the scorching sun of the southernmost extremities
of the earth. Therefore, Ethiopia is usually not conceived as
a region closely related to the Nile Valley, but rather as a
vast and vague area covering the southernmost part of
Africa, along the shores of the encompassing Ocean.
The gates of Nubia (porteibie Nibie) appear on the
Sawley map. They are depicted as a gateway inserted in a
mountain range stretching from the Ocean to the Red Sea
and called the “mountains of Nubia” (montes Nibie).
In Central Africa Orosius is probably the source of
the Sawley map (and Hereford’s) Euzareae Montes. To the
east of these are the Montes Ethiopiae, Mount Atlas being near the Atlantic, and Mons
Hesperus further south. The Sawley author also agrees with the Hereford in the mountains
of Syria, East Asia and Bactria and in the Caspian Gates.
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The rivers of Asia also agree closely, for example the Hydaspes, Acesines and
Hypanis (drawn as independent of the Indus); the Ganges, on the other side of Paradise,
towards the north, flowing due east; the Acheron and Oxus, flowing into the Caspian; the
two unnamed rivers on the west side of the Caspian; the Pactolus, flowing into the
Euxine; and the Cobar [Chebar?], flowing into the upper Euphrates. Among other
coincidences are:
(a) Asia - the wall shutting off the peninsula of the Gog-Magog and the
description of the same people as unclean; of the Hyperboreans as untroubled by disease
and discord; of the Gryphons, Griffons, or Griffins as most wicked; and of the Dog-headed
folk as adjoining the Arctic Ocean; also the notices of Amazonia, the Golden Mountains
(reference the Cottoniana map #210), the Port of Cotonare, Mount Sephar on the Indian
Ocean, and the Tower of Enos just outside Paradise;
(b) Africa - the Burning Mountain and the Seven Mountains (here also reference the
Cottoniana map); the Troglodytes near the Middle Nile; the River Lethon near Cyrene; St.
Augustine’s Hippo; the Basilisk between Triton and the Nile; the horseshoe-formed Temple
of Jupiter-Ammon; the Monasteries of St. Antony, near the end of the Middle Nile; and the
Pepper Wood near the Red Sea; together with other oddities which are common in
medieval cartography, i.e., the Pyramids as barns, etc.;
(c) Europe - the Church of Santiago at Compostella, and near it a Pharos [of
Brigantia?]; the Danus, tributary of the Ebro, unnamed in ancient geography; the
boundary of the Danes and Saxons; and the heart-shaped town of Cardia near
Constantinople.
As to islands, Taraconta, Rapharrica and Abalcia, on the north coast of Asia, are
from Aethicus; Ganzmir [for Scanza or Scandinavia] is a remarkable misreading, also in
the Hereford. Hister, Asia Minor, Galilea, Sinus Persicus and some other names, wanting on
Hereford, but supplied by the Sawley author, are probably from the common original.
In eastern and central Europe, the dominant river on the Sawley map is the
Danube, which spreads tentacles to the north and south before reaching its terminus in
the Black Sea. Less extensive rivers structure the map’s depiction of southern and
western Europe: the Po (Padus) and Tiber in Italy; the unmarked Rhine, on which
Cologne appears; the Rhone, Aisne (Auxona), Seine and Loire in France; the Duero
(Danius), Gallaco (Minio?) and Ebro (Hiberus) in Spain. Alongside the rivers, a number of
prominent mountain ranges constitute a major part of the Sawley map's topography:
those named include the Alps and Pyrenees in Europe, the montes Ethiopie and the
montes Nibie in Africa, as well as several unnamed ranges, such as the Caucasus in Asia.
An equally important element of the map is the human geography of cities,
peoples, provinces and regions. This geography is at its base that of the Roman Empire,
with certain significant supplementations. Roman provincial order is perhaps most
evident in the string of provinces that make up north Africa: Mauretania, with its three
subdivisions (Sitifensis, Cesariensis and Tingitana); Africa; Bizacena; and Libia (Cirenensis).
The imprint of Romanitas is equally strong in Europe. There a succession of Roman
provinces divides lands from Constantinople to the tip of Spain: Moesia, Thrace, Dacia,
Pannonia, Noricus [sic, for Noricum], Rhetia Major and Minor, Illyricum, Gallia Belgica and
Hispania.
In Asia the structure is less obvious, but Upper and Lower Egypt, Upper and
Lower Media and Celes (i.e. Syria Coele) extend across a significant swath of the map.
These divisions contain significant omissions, and they do not accord with an image of
the empire at any specific moment. The province of Syria Coele, for example, dates from
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the sub-division of the province of Syria during the reign of Septimius Severus (193-211),
while Mauretania was divided into Tingitana and Caesariensis under Claudius around 42
CE, with Sitifensis the result of a sub-division under Diocletian (284-305).
In Europe, the terminus Danorum et Saxonum [border between the Danes and the
Saxons] reflects a division within Carolingian, rather than Roman, Europe. According to
Hiatt this polychrony reflects the tendency of medieval geographers to work with
summaries and to accrete information onto a base, rather than to seek rigid
chronological precision. In so doing, the Sawley and other medieval maps followed the
same practices as many classical and late antique authorities. The major sources of
inscriptions on the Sawley map – Solinus’ Polyhistor, Orosius’ Historiae and the seventh
century Etymologiae of Isidore of Seville - are themselves complex re-workings of earlier
texts: Solinus adapted Pliny’s Natural history; Orosius drew on Pliny and other ancient
sources; and Isidore made heavy use of both Solinus and Orosius.
In Scandinavia, Sawley shows a peninsula labeled Ganzrnir, connected to another
peninsula labeled Noreya. This arrangement is mimicked to the west by a peninsula
labeled Island connected to the Sinus Germanicus. There is also depicted the mythical
island of Ganzmir (probably a corruption of Scandza) suggesting a shared attempt to map
an area ill-defined by classical sources.
The classical and late antique bedrock of the Sawley map has been heavily
Christianized. The map in its entirety can be read as a geo-spatial representation of
Christian history, beginning with the earthly paradise and the nearby city of Enos, the
Book of Genesis’ “Enoch” founded by Cain (4.17), and concluding with Revelation. Such a
reading would take in the Tower of Babel, the horrea Joseph [the granaries of Joseph, as the
pyramids were understood], and the understated and unlabelled division of the Red Sea
indicating the passage of the Israelites. The Holy Land itself is heavily inscribed with
Hebrew Bible history, in the form of the divisions of the twelve tribes of Israel, all of
which appear on the map. Jerusalem, represented by a large basilica, and Bethlehem
appear within the land of Benjamin.
Elsewhere on the map, the rise and spread of Christianity is evident. Two
structures attest to the geographical extent of monasticism: the monastery of St Anthony
in the map’s far south and east, a representative of the earliest eremetical impulses, and
the striking significance accorded to Sabaria [modern Szombathely in Hungary], a
Benedictine monastery and the birthplace of St Martin of Tours. It is notable that one of
the largest structures in Europe is an unnamed city in Galicia, which can only be the
pilgrimage center of Santiago de Compostela.
Following the temporal conventions of other encyclopedic mappae mundi, the
Sawley map not only contains references to the Christian past and present, but also
alludes to future time. The biblical Gog and Magog, a “foul breed” (gens immunda)
destined to be released at the end of time, appear in an enclosure in northern Asia, just
beyond the Caspian Sea. The map’s frame, with its four angels, has been convincingly
interpreted as a reference to events foretold in the Book of Revelation, Tellingly, the angel
at the top left of the image points directly at the map;s depiction of Gog and Magog,
indicating their irruption from confinement, and announcing the hour of judgment (Rev
14.6-8). The other angels, accordingly, announce the reward of the righteous, the fall of
Babylon and the judgment of those who worship the beast. A reader of the map could,
then, perceive simultaneously the beginning and end of human life on earth.
Yet the wealth of Christian allusion does not mean that classical (pagan) myth
and legend have been banished from the map. After all, the Sawley map is centered on
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the Cyclades and the unnamed island of Delos, unlike later Jerusalem-centered mappae
mundi, and its westernmost extent is marked by the Pillars of Hercules. Like the Hereford
map, the Sawley’s Mediterranean features Scylla and Charibdis near to Sicily, and its array
of classically-derived exotica, while smaller than Hereford's in number, includes
Hyperboreans, anthropophagi [cannibals] and cynocephales [dog-heads] in the far north and
troglodites in the south. All of these features could with little trouble be subsumed into a
Christian narrative, in which mirabilia are part of God’s creation.
As mentioned above, it is plain from the great number of nameless rivers,
mountains and cities that the work may well have been taken from a larger original,
probably a great wall map of the 11th century. Of this original, the Sawley transcript is
more accurate but less complete due to size constraints. There is, however, another proof
of the same in the eight half-circles that occur (apparently without reason) along the oval
margin of Sawley’s ocean; from other works we may recognize these as representing the
places of the eight intermediate winds.
The Hereford mappamundi, fuller but considered less ‘true’ and ‘scholarly’ by
Beazley, probably departs from the original, as well as the Sawley, in making Jerusalem
the center of the world, and in adopting an absolutely circular instead of an oval form.
The relationship between the Sawley and the so-called Jerome maps is almost as
close as that between the Sawley and the Psalter. Only the eastern part of the Orbis
antiquus in the Jerome examples survives, but here the likeness is marked; while the
treatment in the Sawley design, of the Twelve Tribes and their settlements corresponds
with the well supported tradition that the celebrated and sainted editor of the Vulgate,
who passed so many years in Syria, himself composed a separate treatise and map upon
the subject. The presence of the tribes of Israel on maps within the corpus of extant
medieval mappae mundi is found only on the Cottoniana (#210), Sawley and Hereford maps.
In the draftsmanship of Asia Minor, the Gulf of Issus, and the Black Sea, the most
striking analogies may be found between the Sawley and Jerome; and from a study of
these particulars we may feel practically certain that some correspondence may be
assumed. The agreement of the two maps is only, of course, partial, even in the eastern
world; but it is far closer than the likeness between Jerome and the other members of the
‘family’ - the Hereford, Psalter or Ebstorf maps; and Beazley believes it to be a true and
conscious relationship.
The details in the Sawley design which are foreign to the Jerome tradition may be
divided into three classes, respectively based upon Aethicus of Istria, upon Solinus and
upon the contemporary knowledge of the central medieval period. Among these last we
may notice the references to the Turks, the Danes and the Saxons; the mention of the
Lake of Nile; and the names of Rouen, Pisa, Iceland, Lombardy, Frisia and the Mare
Veneticum [Gulf of Venice, unique in medieval maps]. Among these names the first
three are in Aethicus; the fourth in Solinus; the last six belong to the Sawley’s own time
more especially.
Once more, in summary, both the Hereford and Sawley maps have practically the
same Nile River system and the same representation of African mountains, Asiatic rivers
and oceanic islands; both give the boundary between Asia and Africa in much the same
way; both omit to specify any definite boundary between Asia and Europe; both agree in
their arrangement of the surrounding sea, in their drawing of the chief parts of the
continental coastline, and in many other details.
Various peculiarities of nomenclature, i.e., Mene Island, Jabok, etc., are also
common to both works; but of course the Hereford map is far larger, and contains much
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more detail, especially in relation to classical material. The 229 legends of the Sawley
map are overshadowed by the 1,021 legends on the Hereford mappamundi. In the same
way, among the other relatives of the Sawley map, Ebstorf (a work on the scale of
Hereford) dwarfs its elder cousin of Mainz with 1,224 legends; Jerome supplies 407; while
the little Psalter map, the Sawley’s younger brother, in spite of all its crowding, can only
supply 145. One may notice that, among other works of a similar nature, the Cottoniana
map gives us 146 legends; Lambert of St. Omer, 180; Matthew Paris’ world map, 81; the
Beatus group, 477; while the vast scope of the Peutinger Table offers 3,400 inscriptions
(#210, #217, #225, #207 and #120).

The inverted L-shaped Mediterranean includes the islands of Minorga, Maiorge,
Corsica, Sardinia, Sicilia, Crete and Delos – the latter surrounded with smaller and
unnamed islands. Mare Caspiuos [Caspian Sea] a shown (top left) as a gulf in the shape of
a boot, as an inlet from the northern ocean. Below it, from left to right, the provinces are
named Hircania, Amazones and Armenia. To the south (right) of Armenia the Taurus
Mountains, the red mountain range vertically stretching up to almost the eastern ocean.
This range is shown to be the source of the rivers Tigris and Eufrates. Two unnamed
rivers, the Arax and the Kura [Cyrus] flow from the Armenian mountains into the
Caspian. Here the mythical tribes of Gog and Magog are walled off but the enclosure has
been shifted to the eastern side of the Caspian. In this map the name Caspiu Porte has
bean given to a pass or a gorge located inland and far from the Caspian Sea. It cannot,
therefore, be the Derbend pass, but is more likely to be the Daryal Gorge. Colchis is
situated between southeast of the Black Sea and a range of mountains containing the
Caspiu Porte, while Albania has been shifted to the north of the Black Sea.
In Asia the map shows the cities of Bethlehem, Jerusalem, Jericho, Persepolis, Babel,
Damascus, Troy and others. Mount Sinai is shown in Southern Asia near the route taken
by the children of Israel through the parted Red Sea. Below it the three section tent-like
structure is named Joseph’s Barn, which is referring to the Egyptian Pyramids. Egyptus
Superior is located next to the Red Sea, with the monastery of St. Antonius across the
Nile. On the African side of the Nile the open horseshoe-shaped structure is the temple
of tempius Jovis [Amon Jupiter] located south of the mountain of Catabathmon.
In Europe the largest area is allocated to Italy, showing the cities of Rome and
Pisa, as well as a number of its provinces. The most detailed area of the map is France
with Paris shown as an island in the river, as well as other cities such as Rouen and
Magoutia as the Rhone. Other cites in Europe include Constantinople, Cologne and some
others.
Recognizable icons help the reader distinguish between cities, mountains, lakes,
capes, and wells; regions are typically differentiated with rubrication. Three of the four
cardinal directions are visible on the map, South is not. It may be that is was originally
included and is now hidden in the gutter of a later, rather tight, rebinding.
Excluding the Jerome maps, this is perhaps the richest in content and the best
preserved among the 12th century examples of European cartography. However, the
Chinese, during the same century were further developing their scientific tradition while
Europe was still basically dominated by religious cosmography (#218).
According to Hiatt it is clear that the Sawley map is almost certainly an edited copy
of a larger and more detailed 12th century mappa mundi, which itself must have derived
from earlier models. As such, it witnesses the continuing importance of classical and late
antique geographical description. That antique legacy was shaped to conform to
Christian interests and expectations, and its image of northern and western Europe
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revised to include a limited number of peoples and places not recorded in classical texts.
Like many medieval mappae mundi, the Sawley map appears at the beginning of its
manuscript. This position appears to reflect its thematic compatibility with the texts that
follow it, but again, quite typically of medieval world maps, it was not intended to act as
a consistent or precise point of reference for the rest of the manuscript. Mappae mundi
were independent texts with an existence outside of, as well as inside of, the medieval
book.
LOCATION: Corpus Christi College, MS. 66, p. 2, Cambridge, England.
SIZE: 11.5 x 8 in. (20.5 x 29.5 cm)
REFERENCES:
*Barber, P., The Map Book, pp. 50-51.
*Beazley, C., The Dawn of Modern Geography, volume II, pp. 563 - 567; 614 - 617.
*Brotton, J., Great Maps, pp. 50-51.
*Destombes, M., Mappemonde: A.D. 1200-1500, #25.3.
*Edson, E., Mapping Time and Space, How medieval Mapmakers viewed their World, pp. 111-116.
*Galichian, R., Countries South of the Caucasus in Medieval Maps: Armenia, Georgia and Azerbaijan,
pp. 139-141.
*Harley, J. B., The History of Cartography, Volume One, pp. 312, 327-28, 340-41, 349.
*Harvey, P.D.A., “The Sawley Map and other World Maps in Twelfth-Century England”,
Imago Mundi Volume 49, pp. 33-42.
Hiatt, A., “The Sawley Map (c.1190)” in Terkla, San and Nick Millea, A Critical Companion to
English Mappae Mundi of the Twelth and Thirteenth Centuries, pp. 29, 112-126.
Miller, Konrad, Mappaemundi: Die ältesten Weltkarten, Volume 3. Roth, 1896.
*Pérez, Sandra Sáenz-López, The Beatus Maps, p. 62, Figure 31.
Scafi, A., Mapping Paradise, Fig. 6.10b, pp. 141-143.
Seignobos, R., “Nubia and Nubians in Medieval Latin Culture the Evidence of Maps (12th-14th
century)”, The Fourth Cataract and Beyond Proceedings of the 12th International Conference for Nubian
Studies, 2014, pp. 989-1004.
*Talbert, Richard J. A., Unger, R. W., Cartography in Antiquity and the Middle Ages: Fresh
Perspectives, New Methods (Technology and Change in History), 2008, pp. 241, 262, Plate 5.
Wright, J. K., The Geographical Lore of the Time of the Crusades, pp. 103, 124-125.

The angel in the top left of the map points towards Gog and
Magog, monstrous figures that are unleashed during the conflict
preceding the Day of Judgement.

10

The Sawley Map (a.k.a. the World Map of Henry of Mainz)
#215

11

The Sawley Map (a.k.a. the World Map of Henry of Mainz)
#215

The Sawley Map (a.k.a. the World Map of Henry of Mainz), ca.1110 A.D.
oriented with East at the top
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Detail of Middle East: Delos, barking dog’s head, spiral.
oriented with East at the top

The only animal present on the map is the Basilicus in the far south
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from Scafi’s Mapping Paradise, Fig. 6.10b, pp. 141-143.
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Jerome's map of Asia, a.k.a. the Tournai Map of Asia,
British Library Additional MS Add. 10049, f. 64r
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Also known as one of the two “Jerome” maps, the Tournai map of Asia was created in the
12th century at the Benedictine abbey of Saint Martin in Tournai, Belgium. The map
measures 25 x 32 cm, and is on the recto of folio 64 in BL Add. MS 10049. On the verso is
a map of Palestine drawn by the same hand. The maps occupy the last folio of a
manuscript that contains three books by Saint Jerome: two of his original works, the
Hebraicorum Quaestionum [The Book of Hebrew Questions] and the Liber Nominum [The
Book of Names], and lastly his translation of Eusebius’s 4th century Onomasticon, a Greek
text that alphabetically lists place-names in the Holy Land. Unsurprisingly, the map of
Palestine shares a great deal of content with the Onomasticon – over half of the 195 places
are mentioned in the text. While the map of Asia indicates many locations mentioned in
these texts (47 out of 278 inscriptions), scholars (e.g. P.D.A. Harvey, Evelyn Edson) have
argued that its main purpose is to provide the monastic viewer a wider sense of
geography as it pertains to medieval cartographical traditions. Besides the Bible,
ultimate sources for map’s inscriptions are likely Orosius, Pliny, Isidore, Julius Honorius
and possibly Aethicus Ister. A number of inscriptions closely relate to the apostalic
travels of St. Paul; likewise, a much later hand adds a series of inscriptions associated
with Pauline travels.
Konrad Miller contended that the map was created by Saint Jerome himself,
because of its placement within a compilation of his works, as well as the high density of
place names and physical features associated with classical sources, such as Pliny’s
Natural Histories and Solinus’s Collection of Memorable Things. Charles Raymond Beazley
also suggested the possibility of a 4th century authorship, and associates the Roman
provincial boundaries in Turkey with that particular period.
It is, however, widely accepted in more recent scholarship that the map is not
original to Jerome, but is a 12th century document. P.D.A. Harvey has traced the hand of
the maker of both maps to other manuscripts of the period created at Saint Martin's
Abbey in Tournai, such as a translation of Bede’s De locis sanctis, where Harvey argues
that the same person drew a rudimentary diagram in the margins of the text.
Accordingly, these maps are referred to as the Tournai Maps. The Tournai map of Asia is
also a palimpsestual document that saw extensive edits, changes, omissions and
additions (e.g. City of Derbe 2). The map began first as a map of Palestine before it was
completely erased (e.g. Bethlehem, an erased place name, is still visible on this map, and
also occurs on the verso map of Palestine.
The current map was likely an extract of a larger world map, and contains a total
of 278 place names. The map shows a similar density of information as the Hereford
(#226) and Ebstorf maps (#224), and represents a vast area – from the Peloponnese in the
west, to the Indian Ocean in the east. Unlike most medieval worldly representations that
point eastward, the map is oriented slightly more to the southeast.
Mountains are represented as multi-lobed shapes (e.g. Taurus Mountains); lone
mountains often appear as a singular tri-lobed unit (e.g. Mount Hermon). Rivers are
thicker, outlined bands, and their sources are indicated by a semi-circle, a convention in
medieval mappaemundi. Cities are generally indicated with a “c” or “ciu,” abbreviations
for civitas; some are accompanied by ideograms (e.g. Nineveh and Babylon) that are
cylindrical in shape and appear to be tilted downward to give a sense of dimensionality.
These icons mostly replace the need for a civitas abbreviation, except for the cities of
Susa, Octorogorra, Cappadocia, Corinth and Effesus. Another type of city icon is the triturret shape that outlines place-names such as Arachosia, which are also accompanied by
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a civitas abbreviation. Provinces do not have any form of abbreviation (e.g. Parthia) and
are often inscribed with proportionally-spaced lettering (e.g. Isauria and Syria Celes).
The region of Greece lines the bottom portion of the map. A three-turreted
structure that is oriented eastward accompanies the Constantinople inscription and is
the largest ideogram in this section. It sits near the isthmus that connects Turkey and
Greece; the Bosphorus Strait between these landmasses is exaggerated on the map. The
island of Patmos appears in the Black Sea or the Euxinus Pontus, but this island is
actually located in the Aegean. Toward the southern tip of Greece is a sizable (4 x 2.5
cm) patch occupied by the Island of Crete.
The Aegean Sea is above Greece, and is peppered with islands such as Rhodes,
Samos and Delos. The sea stretches upward and defines the southern coast of Turkey.
The Black Sea defines the northern coast. On the other side of the Black Sea is Albania
and the lands of the Scythians (e.g. Geloni and Alani). The Altars of Alexander, a feature
associated with classical geography, mark the northern edge of the map. Above modernday Turkey Noah's Ark sits upon an unlabeled Mount Ararat.
Beyond Turkey's southern coast, and on the opposite side of the Aegean, is Syria
Celes or the Hollow of Syria, a province. Within this province is Antioch, which sits on
the Orontes River. Farther south are Mount Lebanon or Libanus Mons (inscribed as a
singular mountain, but it is actually a mountain chain) and the “Anti-Lebanon
Mountains” (the Antilibanus Montes), natural features that mark out the Holy Land
region with places such as Mount Tabor and Galilee.
Asia Minor extends into the upper third of the composition, which is dominated
by horizontal bands of rivers such as the Euphrates and the Tigris. These rivers flow into
the Armenian Mountains to the north, and to the south, they lead into a red doublelobed shape that represents both the Persian Gulf and the Arabian Sea. The upper
portion of the map shows places in Lower India such as Enos, in the Kingdom of Porus,
which is mentioned by Orosius (3.19.3) as the land of the “most powerful king of the
Indians.” Orosius notes in this same passage that this kingdom is located near Nicaea, as
it appears on the map.
Successive sets of inscriptions from the 12th century to as late as the 15th century
suggest that the maps were compared with other maps and edited long after they were
drawn. For example, a few place names (e.g. Mesia 1 and Troia) may have been inscribed
later in the 12th century. Another set of five inscriptions of places associated with the
apostolic missions of Saint Paul could have been added as late as the 15th century.

18

The Sawley Map (a.k.a. the World Map of Henry of Mainz)
#215

Jerome’s Jerusalem
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St Hieronymous or St Jerome (340-420) spent his life in the religious centers of Rome,
Constantinople and Antioch. He was known for questioning everything, a famous
debater and formidable opponent. After much travelling he settled in a Bethlehem
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monastery, dedicating his life to writing religious articles and the translation of the Old
Testament. Jerome also translated the Chronicon of Bishop Eusebius of Caesaria (260- 340)
from Greek into Latin. This book contains all the toponyms of the Bible, complete with
their descriptions. Entitled Presbiteri liber Hebraicum Quaestionem in Genesim, Ejustem liber
de situ nominibus locum Hebraicum. Tabula Geographica ex opusculis S. Hieronimi descripto, it
is more simply known as the Liber locorum [Book of Place-names]—and in spite of
Jerome being known for his religious works, it became one of the great early medieval
works of geography. In addition to the description of countries and towns, it includes
two manuscript maps of the ancient world.
In the figure above (p. 13) we can see Jerome’s map of Europe, drawn in 420 CE,
but the image is that of a 12th century copy of the map. Its borders are the Indian Ocean
in the east (top). The Red Sea and the Persian Gulf in the south (right), the Aegean Sea in
the west and the Black Sea in the north. Generally in medieval Christian maps drawn
according to the doctrines of the religious fathers, east was always located at the top of
the page, where the Terrestrial Paradise was to be found. On this map mountain ranges
are shown as chains of semicircles and rivers as closely drawn double lines. Cities are
represented by the shapes of miniature castles and buildings. In the detail of the map the
following may be seen:
• Armenia Superior (Greater) (9) situated between the sources of the Rivers Tigris
and Euphrates.
• Armenian Mountains (11) with Ararat (27) and Noah’s Ark (12).
• Armenia Inferior (Lesser) (10).
• Albania (18) to the west of the Caspian (1), north of the River Arax (5).
Although the map is not quite correct, it depicts all the information regarding this area
known at the time. Here we see Greater and Lesser Armenia as well as Albania (18) to
their north. Instead of Media the maps show only Parthia (1). For further information on
the toponyms see the table under the map.
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