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Title: Ingolstadt/Nordenskiöld/Liechtenstein Globe Gores 
Date: 1511-1527 
Author: (unknown, Peter Apian?) 
Description: Printed on a single sheet, in two rows of six, are twelve separate woodcut 
globe gores destined to be mounted on a globe. The famous scholar A.E. Nordenskiöld 
believed that the gores were probably drawn between 1511 and 1515.  Other scholars 
such as Henry Harrisse and Edward Luther Stevenson ascribe the date of 1518 to these 
globe gores on account of the legend inscribed on the island of Hispaniola, viz.: lnsula in 
qua reperitur lignum Guaiacum, [the island that has the Guaiacum tree] which can not be 
older than the time when Guaiacum wood began to be known in Germany, and to be 
considered as a panacea for lues venereal [venereal disease]. Ulrich de Hutten says that it 
was in 1517, which is corroborated by Leonard Schmaus, who, writing in 1518, states 
that the substance then was scarcely known in Germany. At all events, Augsburg is the 
place from which the notion spread in Northern Europe, apparently through the 
instrumentality of Paulus Ricius, the physician of Charles V., then exercising in that city. 
It was first made known in print by an anonymous pamphlet published at Augsburg on 
the 1st of December 1518; and soon afterwards by the Lucubratincula of Schmaus, issued 
apparently from the same press. Ulrich de Hutten’s celebrated dissertation, printed the 
year following, and so often reprinted, rendered the belief universal, and made of 
Guaiacum almost a household word everywhere. It was followed by a number of works 
on that substance, printed in France and Germany, which have singularly enriched the 
Bibliotheca Medicina. 
  The author of the so-called “Ingolstadt/Nordenskiöld/Liechtenstein” globe gores has 
remained unknown up to the present. Franz von Wieser, Engelmann and C. Schöner 
attribute them to Peter Apian; A.E. Nordenskiöld, who studied these gores extensively, 
ascribed them to another, unknown author. 
 The Ingolstadt site, similar pictorial signatures for other locations, the type of 
writing and style of the heart-shaped map of the world from 1530 could lead to the 
conclusion that Apian was the author. His teaching activities at the University beginning 
in 1527, where he published his Cosmographicus Liber in 1524, would also support this 
interpretation. A globe whose gores were printed in woodcutting could well have 
served as a teaching aid. Given that the gores were created during or after 1527 - their 
construction is closer to 1530, the year when Apian’s heart-shaped world map (#331) 
appeared. This object differs considerably from the world map produced by Apian in 
1520. The latter is probably a cut reduction made by L. Fries of the Waldseemüller map of 
1507 (#310) with all its inherent defects, for example on the West Coast of Africa. These 
deficiencies were improved on Apian’s own world map (1530) and in particular of the 
continents on the map were transformed by calculation into gores for better comparison, 
and this also permitted a comparison with Schöner’s globe gores (#328). The inscription 
furnished additional proof. It is odd that the southern continent was not included on the 
Ingolstadt globe. The contents of the map and its markings provide sufficient proof to 
attribute the Ingolstadt globe gores to Apian; they would have been produced in the 
Apian printing shop during or after 1527.  
 In this globe there is, as in the Caveri map (#306), a continental land stretching 
from about 12° to 60° N latitude, corresponding with the continent of North America, 
and bearing two inscriptions, viz.:  Terra Cuba and Parias. The southern continent 
assumes a sort of pyramidal form, and bears the following inscriptions: AMERICA, and 
Terra Noua Inuenta est Anno 1497.  Those configurations, the peculiar date of 1497, the 
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distinctive German woodcutting style and the fact that the only two European cities 
inscribed are Ingolstadt and S. Iacobus [Santiago de Compostella], all of which 
peculiarities, save one, are also noticeable in the cordiform map of Apianus 1520 (#331), 
render it certain that the present globe is either the work of the celebrated Ingolstadt 
geographer, or that it proceeds from the prototype whence he has borrowed those data.  
There are strong resemblances, particularly in the shape of Africa and in the selection of 

place names, to the Sylvanus map of 1511 (#318), although both are drawn on very 
different projections.  In the gore map the form of South America closely follows that on 
the Schöner globe of 1515 (#328) but no indication is given of the extensive Antarctic 
continent clearly displayed on Schöner’s globe. 

As to the date of 1497, the probability is that it appeared for the first time in the 
present globe gores.  It was, doubtless, derived from the accounts of the first voyage of 
Amerigo Vespucci. Be that as it may, the date of I497 has prevailed for a long time, even 
where we least expect to find it, as, for instance, in an engraved map bearing the name of 
a Spanish royal cosmographer of note: 

Americæ, sive quartæ orbis partis, nova et exactissima descriptio. Auct. Diego 
Gvtiero Philippi regis Hisp Cosmographo. Hiero Cock excuda. 1562. [The new 
and the most exact description of America, or a fourth of the world of a 
part, Diego Gutiero Philip Schouten geographer, Hieronymus Cock 
printing, 1562] 

We read thereon the following inscription: 
Quarta hec orbis pars geographis omnibus usque in annum 1497 incognita 
permansit, quo tempore iussu Regis Castellæ ab Americo Vespucio inuenta est, 
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a quo tanquam ab inuentore etiam nomen [accepit?]. [The fourth part of the 
world remained unknown to all of these geographers, even to the year 
1497, at which time, Amerigo Vespucci discovered it by order of the 
King of Castile from, from whom as from the finder, too, the name of the 
[took?]]. 

 
We now possess four specimens of those gores, issued from the same plate. 
 
LOCATIONS:  Bibliotheque Nationale, Paris 
     Nordenskiöld Collection, Helsinki, Finland 
                            John Carter Brown Library, Providence, R.I. 
                            Harvard College Library 
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A facsimile of a globe by Petrus Apianus based on his globe gores, 1518? 

Facsimile produced by Dr. D. W. Larson, Emeritus Professor 
University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 

 


