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Title: Carta Marina Nova Tabula [A new sea chart {of the world], Venice, from Gastaldi’s 
edition of Ptolemy’s Geographia. 
Date: 1548 
Author: Giacomo Gastaldi 
Size of original: 13.5 x 17.5 cm. 
Description: This sea chart of the world depicts the entirety of the continental northern 
landmasses as an unbroken ring around the globe. North America and Asia form a 
single mammoth continent, which in turn connects to northern Europe via Greenland. 
The Asia-America connection, began by Christopher Columbus, was a standard concept, 
and one of which Gastaldi was a particularly strong endorser (although he completed 
changed his position 20 years later and separated North America from Asia). This map’s 
linking of North America and Europe is highly unusual, however, but was a natural 
consequence of two errors: on the east, Gastaldi depicts Greenland as an elongated east-
west outgrowth of Scandinavia, a peculiar pattern used by Waldseemüller (#310) earlier 
in the century; on the west, he adopts the Verrazanian model for North America which 
had been sanctioned by Sebastian Münster in 1540 (#347) and many others before and 
subsequently. In combination, these two flawed elements stretched out over the North 
Atlantic and, quite logically, joined. 
 The implications of Verrazano’s geography were exciting. An enterprising 
merchant might simply construct a vessel on the far (western) shore of the isthmus 
(which Verrazano believed to be as narrow as a mile in width) to conduct an easy two-
stage rendezvous with China, thus finally succeeding in establishing the viable trading 
route to the East which Columbus and so many others had sought. At the far end of this 
journey, crossing the “China Sea,” Gastaldi shows Tangut, the place in China where the 
messengers of the Kublai Khan had met Marco Polo. At the bottom of the isthmus, the 
junction between perceived Asia and perceived America, Gastaldi has marked montagna 
verde, an early reference to the Appalachian (Blue Ridge?) Mountains. 
 On the Atlantic coast by this “green mountain” is a large, unnamed cape 
pointing upwards. This cape, which appears to have made its printed debut on the 
Ramusio map of 1534 and appeared in manuscript as early as the Ribero chart of 1529 
(#346), is found on such later works as the de Jode North America (#432). It is often 
presumed to be Cape Cod, and indeed both the Ribero and Ramusio prototypes reflect the 
reconnaissance along the New England coast of Estavao Gomes, who is believed to have 
scouted that cape. But on both those maps, the closest original sources we have, the cape 
appears on the more southern landfalls of Ayllón rather than those of Gomes’ New 
England. De Jode later mismatches it to C. de las Arenas, which, though indeed a Gomes 
place-name, more likely represented Cape May. 
 While the influence of Marco Polo is evident in the parts of Asia which join 
North America, the old Polean bonds have finally been severed in Southeast Asia and 
the Australasian islands. A “modern,” if still inaccurate, Sumatra and Java have replaced 
Polo’s Java Minor and Java Major, and the “true” Singapore and Malacca Straits now 
appear, unnamed on the present map because of space constraints but with an early 
reference to Singapore (Cinea Pura) found on the regional map from the same atlas. On 
the north of the Malay Peninsula, Burma (or, for the moment, Myanmar) appears by its 
modern name (henna). Above berma is an extremely early appearance in print of the term 
LA CHINA [China], with the old Cathay (CATAYO R) retained but relegated to the 
approximate region of Tibet. 
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 In Europe, one curious feature is worth noting. The northwest tip of Spain is 
pushed out in a stylized fashion, clearly marking it as the most westerly point in Europe 
(which it is not). This is c. finis terre, the “cape of the end of the earth,” a little peninsula 
which had been considered the westerly end of the world by the Romans. That Gastaldi 
chose it as his only named physical feature in Western Europe, and that he distorted the 
Iberian coastline to stress its meaning, suggest that, in the midst of his quest for the latest 
cosmological truths, he allowed himself a moment of sentimentality about a past time 
that was a different world. Also the British Isles are very poorly represented. The chart 
includes a massive Tierra Del Fuego. Mexico City is named, as are several place names 
in Brazil and Peru. Africa is nicely detailed.  
 This edition was the first pocket-sized edition. Despite being prepared on a small 
format, the maps are clearly and attractively engraved. Gastaldi was the first to add 
regional maps of the American continent, with important maps of the eastern seaboard, 
a map of what is now the southern United States, of South America, and separate maps 
of Cuba and Hispaniola. Gastaldi published only a single edition, but his maps were 
copied by Girolomo Ruscelli for over 50 years. 
 
References: 
Suarez, T., Shedding the Veil, #24, pp. 86-87 
Winsor, J., Narrative and Critical History of America 
*Wolff, H., America, Early Maps of the New World, pp. 76-77, #93 
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KEY: 1. Norvegia. 2. Laponia, 3. Gronlandia. 4. Tierra del Labrador. 5. Tierra del Bacalaos. 6. La 
Florida. 7. Nueva Hispania. 8. Mexico. 9. India Superior. 10. La China. 11. Ganges. 12. Sumatra. 

13. Java. 14. Panama. 15. Mar del Sur. 16. El Brasil. 17. EI Peru. 18. Strechode Fernande 
Magalhaes. 19. Tierra del Fuego.  

Observe that Gastaldi retains the medieval notion of Greenland as connected with Norway. 
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Author: Girolomo Ruscelli 
Place / Date: Venice / 1561 
Size: 10 x 7 inches,18.5 x 24.0 cm 
Description: The uncolored and full color examples above of the Ruscelli’s Carta Marina, 
are a slightly enlarged version of the map which appeared in Gastaldi’s edition of 
Ptolemy thirteen years earlier. Gastaldi’s Carta Marina, which includes the earliest 
obtainable depictions of the California peninsula, is the earliest obtainable copperplate 
world map for collectors. The only change seems to be the omissions of the names Tierra 
Del Laborador and Tierra Del Bacalaos from the mass of land joining North America to 
North Europe. The map appeared in 1562, 1564, 1574 and in Giuseppe Rosaccio’s 
expended edition of Girolamo Russelli Geografia in 1598 and 1599.  
 
	
	


