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Title: Ii disegno del Discoperto della nova Franza, ii quale s’ehauuto ultimarnente dalle 
novissima navigatione de’ Franzesi in quel luogo . . .[The draught of the discovery of New 
France, made from the latest French voyages]. From an Italian composite atlas. Venice. 
Author: Bolognini Zaltieri (Paolo Forlani) 
Date: circa 1566.  
Size: copperplate engraving, 27 x 40.5 cm. 
Description: The question as to whether a strait separated North America from Asia 
was of strategic, rather than just academic, importance, because the existence of such a 
strait would mean that a northern passage might be found to circumvent the entire 
continent and provide Europe easier access to Asian markets. This map has roots in both 
the intellectual and the political facets of the question. 
 As for the intellectual, Forlani for the first time on a printed map depicts and 
names a narrow strait separating America and Asia (Stretto de Anian) linking the 
unknown northern sea, or Mare Setentrionale incognito, with the Bering Sea in the North 
Pacific, which is labeled here as Golfo Chinan. The concept of this strait had been recently 
proposed by the Italian geographer Giacomo Gastaldi in his La universale descrittione del 
mondo in 1562. Gastaldi (see #383) had actually long been among the most significant 
proponents of the theory that North America was connected to Asia; he completely 
reversed that belief, however, in the last few years of his life. In a map made about 1561 
(#399) and a pamphlet published in 1562 Gastaldi gave the name Anian to a strait which 
he said separated the Northwest Coast from Asia. The new strait quickly proved to be of 
enormous influence, becoming almost universally adopted by the end of the century. 
Judging from the names of both the strait and its adjoining lands, Gastaldi invented his 
strait from a re-interpretation of part of Marco Polo’s text. Polo stated that a large gulf 
exists which “extends for a two-month’s sail toward the north, washing the shores of Manzi on 
the southeast and of Aniu and Toloman besides many other provinces on the other side.” 
 The 1561 Gastaldi world map which first showed the strait does in fact place 
Polo’s Tolman in the American Northwest demonstrating that he believed America to 
have been the “other side” of which Marco Polo spoke. The term Anian almost certainly 
comes from Polo’s Aniu who first recorded the name as a kingdom of northeastern Asia. 
 Nearly two hundred years were to pass before the partial verification of the 
existence of such a strait was to be made by the 1728 voyage of exploration of Vitus 
Bering. 
 Forlani’s map bears little geographic similarity to Gastaldi’s, save for its 
inclusion of the strait, shown as a very narrow waterway due north of Japan. Below it, 
the seas between America and Asia are named Golfo Chinan [China Gulf] and Mare de 
Mangi [Sea of Manzi] after Polo, who said that “the sea in which [Japan] lies is called the 
China Sea that is, the sea adjoining Manzi, because in the language of the islanders ‘China’ 
means Manzi.” 
 On the American side of Polo’s Mare de Mangi lie the political and practical 
repercussions of the strait question. In 1542, responding to disturbing rumors that the 
Portuguese had discovered a route between the Atlantic and Pacific Oceans in the far 
north, the Spanish Crown instructed Viceroy Mendoza of Mexico to dispatch an 
expedition up the Northwest Coast. Mendoza assigned the Portuguese pilot Juan 
Rodriguez Cabrillo to the task, and Cabrillo’s itinerary became the source of this map’s 
West Coast geography. Beginning from Forlani’s Y di Cedri [Cedros Island, discovered 
and named by Ulloa], the map would have Cabrillo skimming Japanese waters on his 
voyage north to P. de S. Michel [San Diego]. Continuing up the coast Forlani has marked 
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P. d. Fuego after Cabrillo’s reported sighting of a “smokey inland” (signal fires?). North 
of it lies P. de Ogni Sti. [All Saints Point], which is probably near what is now Los 
Angeles. Eventually, continuing north, they sighted snowy mountains, the Sierra Nevada. 
 Forlani has also relied on the Spanish expedition of Coronado. Coronado 
departed Nueva Galicia (northern Mexico) in 1540 determined to reach Cibola, the fabled 
Seven Cities which had now flirtatiously retreated to the barely accessible interior of 
North America. Penetrating the American Southwest, Coronado made his way to the 
Zuni village of Hawikuh, shown as Granata on Forlani’s map. Civola Hora above it lies 
accessible to the Tontonteac River, reflecting the Spaniards’ hope that the river 
discovered by Ulloa in the Gulf of California would provide water access to Cibola. The 
Colorado River itself (Tigna f.) flows from Quivera. 
 In the Northeast, Cartier’s second voyage is now recorded with the appearance 
of the St. Lawrence River and, along its banks, the village of Ochelaga [Montreal]. 
Forlani, however, confuses the river Gamas of Gomes with the St. Lawrence of Cartier. 
Cartier’s massive inland waterway is labeled Gamas, while the name of St. Lawrence (R. 
S. Lorezo) denotes a shorter river flowing south from a large inland lake. Near La Nova 
Franza the name Canada now appears, which Forlani himself had introduced six years 
earlier. Along the Eastern Seaboard are the now-familiar regional names Laborador, 
Baccalos, Larcadia, Norumbega, and Florida (twice). The Appalachian Mountains are 
shown, misaligned fully 90°, and the Rocky Mountains are represented in token fashion. 
 This map by Paolo Forlani was sold without credit by Zaltieri. As a printed map 
specifically devoted to the North American continent, it is preceded only by the little 
woodcut in Bordone’s Isolario of 1528. 
 The following excerpt is taken from David Woodward’s article “The Forlani Map 
of North America” from Imago Mundi, Vol.	46	(1994),	pp.	29-40. Although the Venetian 
publisher Bolognino Zaltieri apparently acquired the plate in 1566, the map has been 
definitively shown to have been engraved by Forlani and to have been first issued 
without Zaltieri’s name in the previous year. Zaltieri’s name appeared only on the 
second state, together with a publication date. 
 The first state of the map is described here from the impression in the Newberry 
Library at Chicago (Novacco Map 4F56). It is entitled, in a cartouche in the top left corner, 
IL Disegno del discoperto della / noua Franza, il quale s'e hauuto ulti- / mamente dalla nouissima 
nauigatione / de' Franzesi in quel luogo: Nel quale / si uedono tutti l'Isole, Porti, Capi, et / luoghi 
fra terra che in quella sono [The drawing of the discovery of New France, recently derived 
from the newest voyage of the French in that region: In which are seen all the islands, 
ports, capes, and places inland which are in it]. In the second state, the words Venetijs 
aeneis [sic] form is Bolognini Zalterij /Anno. M. D. LXVI  [Published in copper in Venice by 
Bolognino Zaltieri in the year 1566], have been added below the last line in the 
cartouche. The copper plate is not a regular rectangle; it has been roughly shaped and 
the distance from the map’s neat line to the edge of the plate narrows in the top center 
and bottom centre of the plate; the distance is widest in the lower right corner. 
  The reported state of the map with Forlani’s name erased and substituted by 
Zaltieri has been investigated and found not to exist. However, a possible third state, in 
which the coastal configuration of the Azores, Canary Islands, Cape Verde Islands, and 
Venezuela has been significantly modified and in which place-names in Venezuela have 
been moved.  This ‘state’ is reproduced in several well-known sources, but the originals 
of the reproductions all appear to be late 19th century facsimiles produced for the 400th 
Columbian anniversary. It is impossible to ascertain whether or not this is a genuine 
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state until an original impression from the plate has emerged for careful study, but it 
appears on first inspection that the redrawn place-names and the coastline re-hatching 
in Venezuela have not been engraved in copper but have been changed with a pen. 
 Perhaps the impression chosen for the 19th century facsimile needed touching up 
in those areas before it was photographed for reproduction. 
          Returning to the content of the map, the “newest voyage of the French” referred to 
in the title would be the Cartier voyage of 1543, but we should remember, with W. F. 
Ganong, that Forlani’s map seems to have been made without the benefit of maps from 
Cartier’s voyages, evidently unavailable in Italy. Instead, it was created using a 
combination of hearsay topography and the names given in the Navigationi et viaggi 
(1554-56) of Giovanni Battista Ramusio, the great diplomat in the Venetian service. 
Ganong concluded by saying that maps of this ilk “have no historical or geographical 
worth, though it is well to say so lest an incautious student cite them as a Cartier 
authority.” Thus, while the larger river system passing through Ochelaga [Montreal] is 
clearly intended to be the Saint Lawrence explored by Cartier, the named R.S. Lorezo 
[Saint Lawrence River] is shown emanating from an unnamed lake to the southwest of 
Ochelaga. 
 The geographical configuration of the Forlani-Zaltieri map owes its origin partly 
to the outlines on a map of the 1546 world by Giacomo Gastaldi (#383) which were 
carried through on several of Forlani’s world maps (1560, 1562, 1565). The prominent 
exception is the representation and naming of the Strait of Anian between America and 
Asia. The only earlier printed map to name this feature is Gastaldi’s nine-sheet woodcut 
1561 world map, now in the British Library (Maps C. 18.n. 1). Yet Forlani’s map of North 
America, unlike his other maps of America, does not follow Gastaldi’s large woodcut in 
other respects. The apparently cavalier attitude toward geographical representation 
should not surprise us in the work of an engraver who obviously regarded maps as a 
form of popular print. The map appears to be unfinished, for there are unnumbered 
graduations of longitude along the lower margin at 100 intervals. Perhaps Forlani 
intended to add these numbers or to include a graticule over the map to give an air of 
precision. 
  Other interesting features of the map are Mare del Nort for the Atlantic, the 
counterpart of Mare del Sur for the Pacific; Apalchen, apparently a mountain range, later 
applied by Mercator in 1569 to the present Appalachian Mountains; La nova Franza, 
applied to the whole of North America; and the various French names in the north, 
Larcadia, Canada, and R. S. Lorenzo. Le Moyne’s Florida (#431) may be compared with 
Zaltieri’s map.  
 Evidence of the Spanish discoveries appears in Sierra Nevada [Snowy Mountains] 
in the north, near the Strait of Anian, a name derived from the Sierra Nevada Mountains 
in Spain; in the Spanish names on the various capes and points on the Pacific coast, 
visited by Cabrillo in 1542-43, and on the Gulf of California and in Lower California, 
explored by Ulloa in 1539-40; and in the Tigna [Colorado River] and the Tontonteac [the 
Gila], in Quivira and Civola Hora of the Coronado expedition.  
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The Forlani map of North America: IL Disegno del discoperto della noua Franza, c. 1565 

Novacco Map 4F56, Newberry Library, Chicago 
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Detail of the St. Lawrence River 

 
 One of the first geographical representations of the work of Fra Marco and of 
Coronado in the southwest occurs in the globe of Ulpius, 1542 (#367), which reports 
Civola, a term which is plainly from the Spanish word for bison, cibolo, and owes its 
origin to the buffaloes encountered by Coronado and his men; another is in the map of 
Sebastian Cabot, 1544 (#372); and still another is in an undated map of New Spain by 
Battista Agnese, probably about 1550, which locates both Quivira and Civola, and gives a 
delineation of the Colorado River with a distinct reference to Coronado. More 
satisfactory than any of these, however, in showing the geographical extension to the 
southwest resulting from the recent Spanish discoveries, is this map of Zaltieri; it is more 
satisfactory for these regions than that of Mercator, though three years older.  
 Authorities agree in locating Quivira somewhere in the present state of Kansas or 
Nebraska. Its location on the old maps, like that of most places mentioned by the early 
explorers, was fanciful.  
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Fig. 6. DEetail of the Canary Islands from the Forlani map of North America: IL DEisegno del discoperto della noua 
Franza ("third state") . (Courtesy of the Library of Congress, Washington, D.C.) 

The conclusion that surface scratches on a copper plate are more likely to be removed 
through regular use, and that maps showing the scratches are likely to be earlier impressions 
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from what is arguably the earliest surviving Italian composite atlas, that in the Biblioteca 
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From Justin Winsor’s Narrative and Critical History of America 
This sketch follws a drawing by Kohl in his manuscript in the American 
Antiquarian Society’s Library. The key is as follows: 
1. Mare Septentrionale            7. Y. delle Perle   
2. Terra Incognita             8. Y. di Cedri 
3. Quivira prov.             9. Giapan         
4. C. Nevada                       10. Mare di Mangi  
5. Tigna fl.            11. Chinan Golfo 
6. . R. Tontonteac           12. Parte di Asia      
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Forlani is said to have received this map from a Spaniard, Don Diego Hermano de Toledo 
in 1574. The sketch is made from a drawing in Kohl’s manuscript in the American 

Antiquarian Society library. The key is as follows: 
1. Mare Incognito 
2. Stretto di Anian 
3. Quivir 
4. Golfo di Anian 
5. Anian regnum 
6. Quisau 
7. Mangi Prov, 
8. Mare de Mangi 
9. Isola di Giapan 
10. Y. de Cedri 
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