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Title: Marius Cartarus Viterbiensis autor incidebat Romae MDLXXVII cum privilegio. 
Date: 1577. 
Author: Mario Cartaro, Rome 
Description: The earliest surviving terrestrial globe dates from the twilight of the pre-
Columbian period; made from manuscript vellum gores pasted to a plaster sphere by 
Martin Behaim in 1492 (Book III, #258). Behaim filled in the as yet unknown reaches of 
the earth with islands thought to lie in the Ocean Sea; his view of the earth coincided 
closely with that of Columbus. By the first decade of the new century, the revolutionary 
discoveries had given cartographers new shores to fill the “far” side of their globes, and 
the medium of printing had been tapped to reproduce globes in quantity. Globes 
became coveted intellectual objects of art, ranging in size from portable pocket versions 
to large floor-standing productions reserved for the elite few. Desk globes, small enough 
to sit on a table but sufficiently large to record detailed geographic data, became the 
centerpiece of many a nobleman’s study. By their nature, globes were exceptionally 
vulnerable and extremely few have survived. 
            This desk globe by the Italian maker Mario Cartaro is made from twelve 
engraved paper gores mounted on a partially hollowed wooden sphere. The engraving 
quality is typical of the finest Italian makers, for whom elegance and clarity were 
overriding concerns, and superfluous decoration was avoided. The globe was produced 
early in Cartaro’s career. A native of Viterbo, Cartaro moved south, first to Rome, where 
he established a fine reputation as an artist/engraver, and by 1582 to Naples, where he 
worked for the remainder of his life. It was during his time in Rome that he produced 
this terrestrial globe and a companion of the heavens. 
            The known globes of Cartaro are all dated 1577, although he made at least two 
different terrestrial models. The present specimen records more advanced geographical 
knowledge than the other recorded Cartaro globes, following generally (though not 
exclusively) the Gastaldi world map of circa 1561 (#383). North America extends north 
to well beyond the Arctic Circle, and contains two large inland lakes. One, situated 
towards the southeast, is unnamed but corresponds to the Lago Paga in the Gastaldi map. 
The other is marked Cani(bas), the enigmatic Lake Conibas which on Cartaro’s globe lies 
in a desert named Zubican. In the northeast is Picnmai R (i.e., “Picne Maay Regio”), a 
kingdom of one-legged pygmies which Cartier claimed to have learned about from his 
Indian informants on his second voyage. This story, however, is suspiciously 
reminiscent of the Skrealing and Ein-foetingr legends of early Norse visits to Greenland. A 
land of pygmies was in fact placed in pre-Cartier “AmerAsia”. North America is 
separated from Asia by Gastaldi’s Strait of Anian (unnamed) with the Asian kingdoms of 
Tolman and Agama situated on the American Northwest, and the Asian kingdom of 
Anian occupying the Asian northeast, conforming to Gastaldi’s interpretation of Marco 
Polo. Seventy years earlier Johannes Ruysch (#313), interpreting the same text, placed 
Tolman near Cathay and Tibet, and understood Agama to be an island due west of 
Sumatra. 
 The term America had remained a surprisingly unpopular commodity on Italian 
maps for much of the 16th century. Perhaps it was a victim of city-state rivalry; Rome 
and Venice, rather than Vespucci’s Florence, were the major centers of map production. 
By the mid-16th century, however, the name appeared on Italian maps derived from 
other (non-Italian) works, and notably on the non-derivitive Tramezzino hemispheres of 
1554 (#390). Cartaro also accepts the term, but like Michael Tramezzino he limits its 
usage to South America. 
 On the horizon appear the names of the eight principal winds, with 
representations of the wind heads having distended cheeks. It has a single pedestal base 
which is gilded, and is furnished with horizon and meridian circles, the former being 
supported by two semicircles, which in turn rest on the pedestal base. Practically all of 
the inscriptions are in capitals, and all of the work of the engraver has been very 
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artistically done. The outline of the New World resembles closely that given by Mercator 
and by Zaltieri (#391). In North America we find interestingly represented a great lake 
drained by two rivers, apparently, but not accurately drawn as the Mississippi and the 
St. Lawrence. The southwestern part is called Nova Spagna, Mexico is designated as Nova 
Galitia; in the northeast we find La Nova Franza, and Terra de Norubeca, and in the 
southeast Florida, although the peninsula is not well drawn. South America bears the 
name America, so drawn as practically to cover the continent, and in addition we find 
Castiglia de Loro, Para, Peru Provin, Chili, and lake Tichia, located well inland. It will be 
noted in the reproduction that the 
sphere is well shot through by the 
industrious book- or woodworms. 

Cartaro’s southern continent, named 
only as Terra Incognita, reaches into the 
southwest Pacific to north of the Tropic 
of Capricorn. He does not, however, 
follow Mercator and Gastaldi in 
erroneously placing Polo’s Malay 
nomenclature there, and deviates from 
Gastaldi in adding New Guinea, shown 
correctly as an island. In the Indian 
Ocean the northern segment of the 
southern continent is marked Terra di 
Vista [land which has been seen]. 
Portuguese advances in the Orient are 
evident in Cartaro’s clearer picture of 
southeast Asia, Thailand now appearing 
by its “modern” name Siani. In the 
Indies both Spanish and Portuguese data 
has enabled a diminishing reliance on 
Marco Polo, with Borneo (Burnei), first 
known from Pigafetta, and the 
Indonesian islands being recognizably 
shown. The equatorial is graduated in 
degrees, the meridian of Ferro (Hierro) is 
graduated in degrees; the tropics and the 
polar circles are marked. 

Cartaro was also an important figure 
in the history of Italian globe-making. In 
the first half of the 16th century, the only 
globes produced in Italy were either 
manuscript globes or engraved metal 
globes, and Cartaro’s terrestrial globe of 
1577 was the first dated printed globe to be made in Italy (the brothers Livio and Giulio 
Sanuto had produced an earlier, undated terrestrial globe with engraved gores of circa 
1564-1574), and the accompanying celestial globe was the first celestial globe with 
printed gores to be produced in Italy. These globes are celebrated for the restrained 
delicacy, precision, and beauty of their engraving, which is reminiscent of Lafreri’s 
work, and Thomas Suarez comments that, ‘the engraving quality [of Cartaro’s globes] is 
typical of the finest Italian makers, for whom elegance and clarity were overriding 
concerns, and superfluous decoration avoided’, and R.W. Shirley judges that ‘the twelve 
gores […] with their stippled oceans and minimal decorations, are in execution among 
the best Italian work of the era’, whilst Raymond Lister identifies Cartaro as one of the 
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‘important sixteenth-century globe-makers’ working in Italy. 
As mentioned above, the terrestrial globe is based on Giacomo Gastaldi’s 

xylographic world map of circa 1561, and it is thus the first dated globe to show the 
Strait of Anian separating America and Asia, and to name Canada, following Gastaldi, 
who first showed these features.  
	
Location: The Sidney R. Knafel Collection of Early Maps, Atlases and Globes 
 
Size of original: 49 cm circumference; 16 cm diameter. 
 
References: 
*Suarez, T., Shedding the Veil, #33, pp, 108-109, Plates XII and XIII. 
Stevenson, E.L., Terrestrial and Celestial Globes, Volume I, pp. 167-169, with fig. 69. 
Shirley, R.W., The Mapping of the World, #137, #141. 
 

 
Michael Tramezzino’s Western Hemisphere 
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Cartaro globe detail: Asia and the North Pole 
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Cartaro globe detail: South America 
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Cartaro globe detail: Pacific Ocean, North America and the Strait of Anian 
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Facsimile produced by Dr. D. W. Larson, Emeritus Professor 

University of Guelph, Guelph, Ontario, Canada 
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Astronomical diagrams by Mario Cartaro, 1579 

Shows North America joined to Asia in the west and connected by means of Greenland to 
Scandinavia in the east 
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