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Title: Exacta & Accurata Delineatio cum Orarum Maritimarum tum etjam locorum terrestrium 
quae in Regionibus China, Cauchinchina, Camboja sive Champa, Syao, Malacca, Arracan & 
Pegu . . . 
Date: 1596 
Authors: Henricus Van Langren and Jan Huygen Van Linschoten 
Description: This gorgeous 16th century map of China, Japan, Korea, Beach, Southeast 
Asia, the Philippines, Straits of Malacca, Borneo, and Java, was engraved by Henricus 
Van Langren for Linschoten’s Itinerario. Linschoten’s map extends from Marco Polo’s 
Beach provincia auriferain [Australia?], Java, Timor and part of Nova Guinea in the south to 
Japan, the Island of Korea and China in the north.   The map includes a tremendously 
detailed treatment of the region, displaying a marvelous blend of mythical cartographic 
detail and contemporary Portuguese knowledge in the region, embellished by sea 
monsters, indigenous animals, two compass roses and sailing vessels. 
 Linschoten’s map is the first published map of the Far East to be prepared 
primarily from Portuguese sources. The map is emblematic of the end of the Portuguese 
monopoly on the East Indian trade and was among the most important sources of 
information on Southeast Asia during the 16th century. Intriguingly, the map is oriented 
with West at the top.  While based primarily on Portuguese portolan [nautical] charts, 
Linschoten also drew on the cartographic work of Plancius. Southeast Asia and Japan 
are based on the cartography of Fernão Vaz Dourado, and China on the map of Barbuda 
(#410H). This is one of my most favored maps. 
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 The Philippine Islands are drawn from Bartolommeo de Lasso with the curious 
orientation of Palawan. 
 Linschoten also depicts information from the travel account of Marco Polo, 
including the location of the mythical land of Beach provincia auriferain - the region where 
Australia would eventually be discovered. On the mainland, the course of the Mekong is 
placed too far west, significantly distorting the region.  The four large lakes in the 
interior are based on Chinese legend. Korea is shown as a large circular island.  
 The extensive details of coastal and other navigational points are likely based on 
the portolan charts of the Portuguese, especially those by Bartolommeo Lasso. Linschoten 
was “one of the pathfinders for the first Dutch voyages to the East”. Of particular value 
were the sailing guides he obtained that not only provided the best sailing routes to the 
East Indies and its lucrative spice trade but also showed the way from port to port once 
there. He was in the service of the Portuguese as Secretary to the Portuguese Archbishop 
of Goa in India from 1583 to 1589. Here, he had access to many Portuguese portolan 
charts as well as other valuable commercial information, especially as Goa at this time 
was the commercial and political center for the Portuguese empire in the East. Van 
Linschoten left Goa for home in January 1589. On the way to Portugal, his ship was 
pursued by an English fleet and lost its cargo in a storm while anchored off the Azores. 
After the loss of the cargo, Van Linschoten was persuaded to stay and help recover it; he 
spent two years on Tercera, working and preparing his notes from Goa. Van Linschoten 
eventually arrived in Lisbon early in 1592, and then sailed home to the Netherlands.  His 
account of his experiences is one of the most important travel works of the period. Upon 
his return to the Netherlands, Linschoten published these documents with 
accompanying maps and his own descriptions of the area in his monumental Itinerario. 
Few books have had greater influence on historical events.  
 The map includes a tremendously detailed treatment of the region, displaying a 
marvelous blend of mythical cartographic detail and contemporary Portuguese 
knowledge in the region, embellished by Sea Monsters, indigenous animals, two 
compass roses and sailing vessels. 
 It is exceptionally detailed; the first published map of the area to be prepared 
primarily from Portuguese sources, but also drawing on Petrus Plancius. The outline of 
southeast Asia and Japan are based on Fernando Vaz Dourado. The islands of the 
Philippines are drawn after Bartolomeu de Lasso. It also records information from the 
mythical travel account of Marco Polo, including the beach provincia auriferain, which is 
where Australia would eventually be discovered. The four large interior lakes in China 
are included after Chinese tradition; Korea is shown as an island.  
 The map itself was published in his Itinerario of 1595, a book of such importance 
that every Dutch ship bound for the Indies was issued a copy. It allowed Dutch 
merchants to circumvent the Portuguese stranglehold on trade to the East. The maps in 
the first book of the Itinerario were engraved by Henricus van Langren, mainly using 
Portuguese maps owned by Cornelis Claesz, the original publisher of the Itinerario. They 
were mostly drawn by de Lasso, and originally acquired by the Houtman brothers 
between 1592-93, during their secret mission to Portugal at the suggestion of Petrus 
Plancius, the first official hydrographer of the VOC. 
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Linschoten’s Asia, 1596, oriented with East at the top  
 
Linschoten’s South America. Another of my favorites from Linschoten is this 
beautifully engraved and ornate, original color map of South America and the 
Caribbean from 1596.   The map shows the Caribbean from Florida and the Mississippi 
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area southward including Cuba and the other islands with parts of Central America.  All 
of South America is shown including the supposed southern continent identified by 
Terra del Fuego.  The extensive details of coastal and other navigational points are based 
primarily on Iberian sources, and particularly the portolan [nautical] chart of the 
Portuguese, Bartolommeo Lasso.  
 The map is oriented with West at the top.   Two large, attractive cartouches 
dominate the map.  There is a title cartouche in the upper left with the text in Latin along 
with the author and engraver of this map, Arnold Floris van Langrens (Arnoldus 
Florentius a Langrens Author & Sculptor, at the bottom of the title cartouche).  We attribute 
this map to Linschoten as that is often how the map is identified in the literature since 
this map is from Linschoten’s Itinerario.  There is a text box cartouche in the bottom right 
(with the description in Dutch).  Ships share the seas with several sea monsters.  The 
map has excellent finely engraved detail showing numerous depictions of animals, 
people and fauna within South America. 
 This particular map was prepared to accompany the third part of the Itinerario, 
which dealt with the Americas. This map was prepared and first appeared in 
Linschoten’s book published in Dutch in 1596, and then in Latin in 1599, English in 1598, 
French in 1610,1619, and 1638, and again in Dutch in 1605, 1614, 1623, and 1644.  As 
there is no text on verso, it is difficult to precisely date this map.  
 
Size: 20.5 x 15 inches 
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Linschoten’s South America, 1596, oriented with West at the top 
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Size: 21.7 x 15 in. (55 x 38cm)  
In Jan van Huygen van Linschoten’s Itinerario. Voyage ofte Schipvaert.  
 
In 1576, Linschoten had traveled from Holland via Portugal to Goa, where he spent six 
years under the protection of the Roman Catholic Archbishop, although he was an out-
and-out Protestant" (Bricker and Tooley). Van Langren, a cosmographer and associate of 
the astronomer Tycho Brahe, produced many globes and maps. On this map, South and 
Central America are noticeably oriented toward the west.  
 South America, greatly contracted from north to south, is called Peruviana, since 
at the time Portugal and Spain were united and the colonial territories of the two 
countries were joined together under the administration of the Spanish viceroyalty of 
Peru. Symbolically, the center of the map is occupied by an animal called a Hay, a sloth 
to whom the artist gives a long tail. Brazil is characterized by cannibals and Patagonia 
by giants.  
 

 


