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The Present State of New England. Being a Narrative of the Troubles with the Indians in New-
England, from the first Planting thereof in the year 1607, to this present year 1677: but chiefly of 
the late Troubles in the two last years 1675, and 1676. To which is added a Discourse about the 

War with the Pequods in the Year 1637. Hubbard, W. [London, 1677]  
London, Thomas Parkhurst, 1677.  

 
In its Boston printing of the same year, the map of New England in this work, by 

John Foster, was the first to have been engraved and printed in North America. 
However, it is for all practical purposes unobtainable, as only a few copies of this 
American edition are known. This London edition is itself very rare.  

Chronicled in this book and dramatically illustrated by the map is King Philip's 
War, the very bloody Indian uprising of 1675-76. This still relatively little known, but 
momentous chapter in New England history resulted in hundreds of deaths on both 
sides as well as in the destruction of 12 entire New England villages and damage to 
numerous others. King Philip, chief of the of the Rhode Island tribe, the Wampanoags, 
was the son of Massasoit, the great benefactor of the earliest English colonists. The map, 
which indicates by numbers keyed to the text the sites of destruction and massacres, 
conveys how widespread the Indian rebellion was. The attacked areas extended from 
just west of the Connecticut River (which runs across the top of the west-oriented map) 
to well into southern Maine. Hubbard's account of this truly horrifying episode has, as 
Church noted, “always been regarded as authoritative by historians.” Church also 
observes: “[Hubbard] was distinguished, in an age and country of bigots, for his 
liberality, moderation, and piety.” Hubbard, who was a minister in Ipswich, 
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Massachusetts, was a member of the first class to graduate from Harvard College. In 
1688, he was acting president of Harvard.  

Although somewhat crude in appearance, the map has a number of important 
and relatively advanced features. It is among the earliest maps to position and delineate 
Martha’s Vineyard and Nantucket with relative accuracy. In this respect and others, the 
map is a significant improvement over earlier Dutch maps and shows, for the first time, 
the true geographical relationship between the Connecticut and Merrimack Rivers and 
Lake Winnipesaukee. The boundaries (the two vertical lines) of the Massachusetts Bay 
Colony, as surveyed by William Reed in 1665 and specified in the colony's charter in 
1628, are shown.  

While most commentators agree that both the Boston and London editions of the 
map were printed from different wood blocks, it is very much in question as to where 
the woodblock for the London edition was cut and by whom. Some argue that the 
printer of the Boston edition, John Foster, also engraved the woodblock for the London 
edition. Others contend that the London edition was the work of a London engraver, 
who copied a printed version of the map. If the former is true, then one could say that 
even this London edition of the map was the first map to be engraved in North America. 
The London edition of the map is often referred to as the “Wine Hills” map because the 
White Mountains are so misnamed on it; they are called the White Hills on the American 
edition.  
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