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The western coast of Africa from Cape Blanco to Cape Virga; Thomas Jefferys; 1789. 

Some of Thomas Jefferys' maps were also published posthumously by Kitchin, Laurie and Whittle 
in their New Universal Atlas of 1787, including this map of the Western Coast of Africa (derived 

from a French map by D'Anville) with a cartouche full of various African themes. 
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Pierre van der AA, (1659-1733), La Basse Ethiopie en Afrique avec les Royaumes qui en 

dependent, ses Bayes et Rivieres, suivant les Memoires les plus recens des Voyageurs, 
nouvellement mise en lumiere par. .. [Southern Ethiopia and dependent kingdoms ... ], 1729. 
 
This map has a cartouche in the lower right corner with natives, two river gods and two 
European sailors handling a barrel in a small rowing boat. A mounted elephant appears 
at the top of the cartouche and sailing vessels are depicted in the surrounding seas.  
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Alvise Louis Almaro Pisani, Carta geografica de Africa del Capo de bon Esperanze sino al 
Regno et Imperio Monamotapo e Ria de la Goa. Scoperto dell' Citadino e Commandante ... [Map 
of Africa from Cape of Good Hope to the kingdom of Monomotapa ... ], 1793.  
Manuscript map, 36 x 61 em, coloured. Scale in English miles. Inset: Port Natal.  
Across the bottom: Landtogt gedaan door de Zuid-Kust van Africa in den Jaare 1781 tot 1793 
door Louis Almaro Pisani Burger Commandant en Ingezeetenen der Colonie Zwellendam.  
A manuscript map of southern Africa of the late 18th century, extending to latitude 25° 
north, with a title in Dutch across the whole of the lower border, translated as “Land 
journey performed of the Southern Coast of Africa in the years 1781 to 1793 by Louis 
Almaro Pisani, Burger Commandant and inhabitant (citizen) of the Colony of 
Swellendam.” A colorful flowery oval cartouche in the upper left border contains 
another title, in Italian, translated as “Geography of Africa from the Cape of Good Hope 
up to the Kingdom and Empire of Monomotapa and the river of Goa discovered by the 
citizen and Commander Alvise Pisani.” Surrounding the cartouche are colorful scenes of 
natives sitting and standing behind a fire on the left with lions and an elephant to the 
right and beehive huts in the background. Further to the right background are men in 
dress of the time with a small cart driven by another figure and pulled by what appear 
to be oxen. Above this scene is another caption in Italian translated as “Kingdom of the 
Empire of Monomotapa in which there are mountains of gold discovered by Pisani in 
the years 1788-1789.” 
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Statuum Maroccanorum, Regnorum…, 1728, J.C. Homann 

	

	
The city of Marocco 
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Novissima et Perfectissima Africae Descriptio ex formis Caroli Allard, 1696 

The cartouche is attractively African in style and content. An elaborate vignette 
surrounding the title contains a woman as an allegorical representation of Africa, along 

with two children, an ostrich, a lion, and a crocodile. Behind the woman, are a palm tree, 
an elephant caravan and two pyramids; there are also palm trees and a camel behind the 

crocodile’s tail.  
 

	
Johan Nieuhoff, A map of the Cape of Good Hope and its true Situation, 1703 

 
This early map of the Cape of Good Hope is the 1703 English version of the original 
Dutch map which first appeared in Johan Nieuhoff’s travel book of 1682. The cartouche 
shows an animal skin supported by some natives. The one on the left stands in front of 
some palms with, to his right, a block of masonry that frames the Table Bay inset. Next 
to him, behind the title, another native stands holding a bow and a spear. On the right 
are two more natives. On the left in front of the masonry is a lion looking at a view of 
Table Mountain and Table Bay. There are two ships in the foreground, and the Fort and 
the various parts of the mountain are labeled.  

In the lower right corner the scale is presented on what appears to be a low wall 
behind which a European with a plumed hat is seated, talking to a native carrying some 
kind of stick with a cross piece at the end.   
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Africa Secundum legitimas Projectionis …, 1737 Johann Matthias Haas 

 
Johann Matthias Haas, also known as Hasse, Haase, and Hasius, became Professor of 
Mathematics at Wittenberg and worked for Homann and his heirs. 'Africa', produced in 
1737; 'Guinea,' 1743; Grund Staedzon, 1745 and Atlas Historicus, 1750, were some of his 
works. This cartouche contains no date but the copy in the Johannesburg Public 
Library's Descriptive Catalogue (1952) dates the map as 1737. An ornate title consisting 
of a panel surrounded by elephant's tusks rests on a piece of masonry containing a long 
description of the scale used. On the left are four Africans, one of whom has climbed to 
the top of a palm tree. In front of the masonry are members of the lion family, a snake-
like lizard and a tortoise. On the right an interview is being conducted between 
Europeans and Africans under a palm tree. The African chief is sitting on the back of 
another who is crouching on a mat, while others look on. Two Europeans are standing at 
this interview and a third is seated. In the background is a view of Table Bay and Table 
Mountain.  
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Africa Juxta Navigationes et Observationes Recentissimas Aucta, Correcta et in Sua Regno et 

Status Divisa in Lucem Edita ... (Africa according to the latest voyages and observations.) 
Engraved by Gottfried Rogg. (Vienna, M. Seutter, 1728.)  

  
In the lower left corner of this map is a large decorative title cartouche engraved by 
Gottfried Rogg, with natives, pyramids, animals, lighthouse, snakes, a crocodile, lions, a 
griffin and ships.  

. 
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Totius Africa Nova Repraesentatio qua practer diversos in ea Status et Regiones, etiam Origo 

Nili et veris RRPP Missionariorum Relationibus ostenditur. .. (The whole of Africa divided into 
states and regions ... ) (Nurnberg, ].B. Homann, 1715.)  

 
This map has a lengthy note on the supposed accuracy of the source of the Nile, 
probably the first of its kind in the history of map-making of Africa. This interest in the 
Nile is reflected in the cartouche, where at the far left is a gorge labeled 'Fontes Nile.' A 
crowd of natives can be seen on the Nile bank. In the middle distance another four 
natives hold tusks. Prominent in the foreground, a native potentate is seated under an 
umbrella. In the clouds above the cartouche are three cherubs, one holding a crucifix. In 
the right background is a cliff, with a troop of monkeys and two European hunters. 
Below the cliff is a desert-like landscape with six pyramids. In the right foreground are 
three natives sitting and one standing. By their side in the foreground is a fat-tailed 
sheep with its tail supported on a small wheeled cart, to support the weight and to 
prevent damage to it in dragging when walking.  
This map is poor geographically in both shape and nomenclature. Both the real and 
fictitious St. Helena islands are shown. The Nile's origin, despite the lengthy note, 
conforms - as in so many other maps of this period - to the erroneous two-lake-side-by-
side representation.  

 Note three interpretations of the same cartouche 
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Aethiopia Superior vel Interior vulgo Abissinorum sive Presbiteri Ioannis Imperium,		

1657,	Jan Jansson 
 

This map is based on Abraham Ortelius’ map of Prester John of 1573. The myth of 
Prester John, the good Christian King of Africa waging his own crusade and defeating 
the enemies of Christianity, was based upon earlier legends of the Crusaders and is a 
fascinating piece of early mythological cartographic history.	
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Heinrich Scherer, Representatio Totius Africae…1710 
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Accuratissima Totius Africae Tabula in Lucem producta ... (Exact map of the whole of Africa) 

Engraved by Johann Baptist Homann. (Nurnberg, Jacob von Sandrart, 1700.)  
 

A typical late 17th century map of Africa with a highly decorative cartouche in the lower 
left corner. The description is placed in a simple scroll above the picture, which shows a 
woman seated in a hammock, nursing a baby, while a man seated on a donkey is 
looking on. In the left foreground is the rear view of a fat-tailed sheep. A large native 
potentate dominates the scene with a lion at his left side, a figure holding an umbrella 
over his head and another with a bow in his hand appearing to guard him. In the 
foreground are snakes and a lizard, while four men, two on horseback, appear to be 
involved in a battle in the middle distance.   
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Africa: in tabula geographica delineatio admentem novissimorum eorumq. optimorum 

geographorum emendata, indicibus utilissimis aucta et adusum tyronum imprim is 
geographicorum. (Geographical map of Africa drawn and measured according to the best and 

most recent information ... ) (Pieter Schenk, 1709.) 
 

The impressive cartouche at the lower left border shows, on the masonry bearing the 
inscription, a lion snarling at a very large crocodile that is standing near a snake. In the 
background are two pyramids and in the middle distance, a cow being milked. Next to 
the crocodile is a large elephant ridden by an African woman holding a horn of plenty. 
Near the elephant’s feet is a crouching fat-tailed sheep with its tail carried on a little cart 
with wheels to prevent it being dragged on the ground (see other fat-tailed sheep in 
other cartouches). In the distance on the right is another pyramid and two native 
Africans.  
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Novissima et Perfectissima Africae Descriptio ex formis Caroli Allard, 1690 

	
L'Afrique . . . 1684, Pierre Du Val 
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A New, Plaine, & Exact Mapp of Africa, described by: N:I: Vischer and done into English, 1658 

 
An elaborate cartouche is found in the lower left corner, noting the map’s title, sources, 
cartographer, and his place of work (at the Globe and Compass in St. Paules Church 
yard between the two north doores) with interesting specificity. The cartouche is 
adorned with flora and topped by a European’s perception of an African woman, 
holding a bow and riding a crocodile. 
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Geographia Sacra, 1652, Jan Jansson 

 
This is a decorative example of Jansson's map of the Ancient world, including an inset of 
his modern map of the world. The map is based on Ortelius’ 1601 map of the same title, 
which originally appeared in the latter’s Parergon, while this present edition of the map 
first appeared in Jansson’s Acuratissima Orbis Antiqui Delineatio Sive Geographic Vetus 
Sacra & Profana. This extensive text in the lower-left describes why the author (originally 
Ortelius) chose to include their world map. This is so that they can present possible 
locations for Ophir, a mythical region appearing in the Bible which was mentioned in 
several books, most prominently in 1 Kings. The region is described as wealthy, from 
where a merchant sent by King Solomon “brought great cargoes of almugwood and 
precious stones.” The region bears the same name as one of the sons of Joktan, though 
any relationship is unclear. Debate was contentious in religious Europe regarding the 
location of this mysterious kingdom. On the map, four possible locations are given, two 
of which are in the Americas. The source for the possible Hispaniola location dates to 
beliefs that Columbus had found Ophir, and the Peru location comes from the supposed 
similarities between the two names of the two places. 
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Africa Ex magna orbis terre descriptione Gerardi Mercatoris desumpta Studio & insustrai G.M. 

Iunioris, 1620, Gerard Mercator 
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Two slightly different versions of Africa Iuxta Navigationes et Observationes Recentissimas 

Aucta, Correcta et in Sua Regna et Status Divisa, In Lucem Edita…, 1730, Matthaus Seutter 



Cartouches	on	maps	of	Africa	

	 32	

 



Cartouches	on	maps	of	Africa	

	 33	

	
	
	

	



Cartouches	on	maps	of	Africa	

	 34	

	



Cartouches	on	maps	of	Africa	

	 35	

	
Cartouche on the 1660 manuscript map of Madagascar, Fred Woldemar 
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L'Afrique Dressee Sur les Relations & nouvelles decouvertes de Differns Voyageurs . . . 1732, 

Guillaume Danet 
 

This lush cartouche is in the upper left corner, with a woman, likely representing 
Europe, showing a Black man, likely representing Africa, a necklace. He holds open 
shackles. At their feet are a cornucopia and a basket, as well as a snake, scorpion, shells, 
and gloves. 
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Aethiopia superior vel interior vulgo Abissinorum sive Presbiteriioannis Imperior, 1670, 

 John Ogilby 
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Accuratissima Totius Africae Tabula in Lucem produita …, 1690, Jacob Sandrart 

 
This substantial title cartouche in the lower left reveals much of the biased European 
thinking regarding Africa. It shows Africans in robes and turbans with a ruler under a 
parasol. Nearby, mounted men ride with swords and a man’s head held aloft. In the 
water, another man seems about to behead another victim. On the other side, a naked 
mother breast-feeds an infant. In the foreground, a lion bows to the ruler, accompanied 
by a bushy-tailed dog, snakes, and a lizard. These associations with barbarity, 
despotism, and savagery were common conceptions among Europeans at the time, 
feeding the trans-Atlantic slave trade and colonialism. 
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A Mapp of the Higher and Lower Aethiopia, Comprehending Ye Several Kingdomes... The 

Empire of the Abissines, The Coast of Aznguebar, Abex, of Nubia… Cafre . . . 1669, 
 Richard Blome 
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L'Africa Nuovamente corretta et accresciuta secondo le relationi . . . 1677, Giacomo Rossi 
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Effigies ampli regni auriferi Guineae in Africa, Luis Teixeira, 1602 
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William Faden’s The Dutch Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 1795 
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Mappa Geographica Exhibens Religionem Catholicam Alicubi Per Africam Sparsam, 1710, 

Heinrich Sherer 
 

The Christian theme of this map of Africa is boldly presented in the graphic illustration 
of the Crucifixion above the map’s key. The map itself is a fine example of the state of 
geographic knowledge (or lack thereof) at the beginning of the 18th century. Africa is 
presented with a fairly accurate coastline, but most of the interior is entirely fictional 
with Scherer unique and complicated river system. The Nile is shown in the traditional 
manner with its source in the large southern lakes of Zaflan and Zembre. The Zembre, also 
labeled Lac Zaire spawns the Congo and Zaire Rivers as well. The locations of Catholic 
churches and missions are prominently shown. The seas abound with a variety of 
fascinating sea monsters and a large ship with a cross on its sail fills the Indian Ocean. 
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Nova Africa descriptio, 1660, Frederik de Wit 

Cartouche with title and author with the exotic alligator 
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L’Africa, 1691, Vincenzo Coronelli 
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Africae Accurata Tabula ex officina Nic. Visscher, 1675 

 
A map of the continent of Africa filled with details of mythical towns, rivers, and 
mountains, which continues to reflect the Ptolemaic view of Africa. To prepare this map, 
Nicolas Visscher used Willem Blaeu’s 1608 wall map of Africa. As in Blaeu’s map, 
Visscher depicts a common source for the Cuama and Spirito Santo Rivers of the Zembre 
River originating in Sacaf Lacus in Southern Africa. The general outline of the continent is 
surprisingly modern in appearance. The title cartouche in upper right is surrounded by 
two Africans, one holding a scorpion and the other a cornucopia. The dedication in 
lower left to the Dutchman, Gerard Schaep, is surrounded by Neptune and mermaids. 
Blank land spaces are filled with African Animals and the sea is full of sailing vessels 
with a few flying fish and a whale. 
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L'Afrique divise ! e en ses principaux e ! tats, Rigobert Bonne, 1778 
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L'Afrique Selon les nouvelles observations de Messr. de l'Academie des Sciences etc., 1713. 

 Pieter van der Aa 
 

Van der Aa’s map is a reissue of the map by François Halma. Van der Aa added his 
name in the distinctive cartouche, removing the lobster from near the medallions. In the 
rest of the cartouche, an African woman sits on a pedestal, which also holds the title, and 
looks on at the wandering elephants, lion, and snake. See earlier color version below and 
a more elaborate version on page 57 herein. A draped native woman is seated on 
masonry bearing the inscription, with corn at her side and at her feet some elephant 
tusks, medallions and a scorpion. On the other side of the masonry is a lion looking at a 
snake. In the background is a mountain and a tree under which two elephants are 
sheltering. 
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Africa Corrected from Observations of Mess. of ye Royal Societies at London and Paris by C. 

Price Archimedes in Ludgate Street London Where are made all sorts of Globes & Maps 1711. 
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To The Right Honorable Charles Earl of Peterborow, and Monmouth, &c. This Map of Africa, 
According to yet Newest and most Exact Observations is most Humbly Dedicated . . .. 1729, 

Herman Moll 
The map shows the whole continent as well as Madagascar, portions of the coast of Asia, 
Ceylon, India, and Brazil, along with an inset view of the Cape of Good Hope, showing 
the bay filled with ships, Table Mountain and a key to the locations noted. The three 
other insets include Cape Coast Castle on the Gold Coast of Guinea, James Fort on St. 
Helena and a plan of the Fort of Good Hope. The map includes a fascinating note in 
Guinea, I am credibly informed that ye country about 400 leagues North of the Coast of Guinea 
is inhabited by white Men, or at least a different kind of People from the Blacks, who wear 
Cloaths, and have ye use of Letters, make Silk, and that some of them keep the Christian Sabbath. 
The old sources of the Nile, Lakes Zaire and Zaflan, have been turned into swamps and 
are no longer connected to the Nile. The sea is filled with indications of currents, as well 
as a good route to take to the East Indies from England. Decorated with a lovely 
compass rose and a cartouche that has a native wrestling a crocodile, an ostrich, two 
battling snakes, a lion and an elephant. 
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Pascaerte van Oost Indien, Hendrick Doncker, 1670 
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Typus orarum maritimarum Guineae, Manicongo & Angolae ultra Promentorium Bonae spei 

susq . . ., 1596, Jan Huygen Van Linschoten 
 

A map of South Africa, West Africa and contiguous parts of the Atlantic. This is one of 
the most richly ornamented maps of the era, superbly engraved in the Flemish style by 
Arnold Florent van Langren and featured in Linschoten’s Itinerario. One of the great 
Africa maps of the 16th century, the map shows the coast of Africa from Guinea to South 
Africa. The coast is drawn in detail from the Gulf of Guinea to just beyond the Cape of 
Good Hope. Animals and other creatures dot the interior. A lion stares intently, 
watching a pair of snakes to the northwest. An elephant and a rhino face off farther 
south. In Lake Zaire (Zaire lacus), two mermaids play musical instruments. At sea, two 
ships are in full sail, pursued by a sea monster and an even larger rival ship. These 
additions underline how Europeans saw Africa as a place of possible trade and exotic 
flora and fauna. 

In an elaborate scrollwork cartouche in the Atlantic are two beautiful, large inset 
profile views. On the left is Ascension, with its strange peaks and surmounted by the 
Portuguese coat of arms. A ship is already at anchor with more on the horizon. On the 
right is St. Helena, where a small boat filled with men approach the tree-lined landing 
spot. These were important refueling stations, again stressing the importance of Africa 
in trade routes to the East. The balance of the sheet is filled with fabulous cartouches, the 
Portuguese arms, elaborate compass roses, ships, and beasts. 
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Ascension Island and St Helena Island 
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Africa : corrected from observations of Mess. of ye Royal Societies at London and Paris. By C. 
Price. 1711 

Engraved hand color in outline map of Africa, with uncolored decorative title cartouche 
depicting animals. Inset views of natives, flora and fauna and advertisement for 
Willdey’s instruments and trade goods made and sold by George Willdey. 
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This large, colorful and fanciful map of Africa has an elaborate cartouche at the lower 
left that is similar to the cartouches on pages 50 and 51 herein. A draped native woman 
is seated on masonry bearing the inscription, with corn at her side and at her feet some 
elephant tusks, medallions and a scorpion. On the other side of the masonry is a lion 
looking at a snake. In the background is a mountain and a tree under which two 
elephants are sheltering. On the right is a native riding a crocodile. There is also a figure 
of a man sheltering under some drapery and resting his arm on an urn from which some 
liquid is flowing. In his hand he holds a horn of plenty. The left half of the cartouche is 
practically identical to that of the large van der Aa map of Africa (see page 50) except for 
the title on the masonry, while the figure at the right is a mirror-image copy of the figure 
in the cartouche of Senex's map (see page 51). Also copied (though reversed, left to right) 
is the scene at the top left, which in the Senex map illustrated the dedication to Sir Isaac 
Newton. The scales appear towards the right and in the corner, above the words 'made 
and sold by G. Willdey in Ludgate Street', is a miscellaneous collection of articles 
surrounded by decorative scroll work. Presumably these are the telescopes, glasses, 
spectacles, etc., which are referred to in the advertisement for G. Willdey under the left-
hand corner.  

In the right hand top corner two scenes depict different stages of cannibalism - 
the upper scene shows people engaged in cooking parts of the human body on an open 
fire. The other scene is of a fight in the rocks between two groups, one of which is armed 
with bows and arrows while the other has spears. In the foreground is a man (who 
appears white-skinned) overwhelming another. On the ground various human bones 
are lying around.  
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Nova Aegypti Tabula c. 1673, Petrus Montanus 
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Carta Geografica del Capo di Buona Speranza, 1750, in Albrizz’'s Atlante Novtsslmc Del Sig. 

Guglielmo DeL’lsle 
This map depicts the second early expansion of the Cape of Good Hope Settlement beyond The 
Castle and Liesbeeck River. The map is historically important because of the names some of the 
early settlers and their farms. The title of the atlas led to the map being incorrectly attributed to 

the famous French cartographer Guillaume Delisle. In fact, the map is similar to a smaller map by 
Pieter Van der Aa: La Cap de Bonne Esperance. Both maps are derived from a 1690 manuscript 

map produced by the VOC.  
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The Dutch Colony of the Cape of Good Hope, 1795, William Faden 
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Second edition of this highly detailed map of the Dutch Colony on the Cape of Good Hope. first 
published in 1782. This map gives an idea of contemporary knowledge of the area from "Klipping 
Eyland" to "Cape False". Of note is the addition in this edition of "Muyzenberg about 1300 feet 
high." About 20 farms and settlements are named as well as Constantia and Stellen bosch. The 

Drakenstein mountains form the eastern boundary of the Cape.  
The cartouche is a cliff bearing the title with palms, huts and an elephant in the foreground. A 

key identifies points on the mainland and another the islands and bays. 
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Cartouche in North (above) and South (below) Africa from Continental Map with Scenes of 
Forty-Eight Foreign People (Asia and Africa), late 18th century, manuscript (a pair of six-fold 

screens), Kobe City Museum 
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Africa map with vignettes showing a Bedouin Arab Encampment, Korranna Hottentots, St. 

Helena, Bosjesman Hottentots Wild Bushmen, and an Arab Family of Algeria. 

	
	

The cartouches on maps of Africa tend to emphasize the exotic animals (real & 
imagined) and natives along with their customs and significant natural and man-made 

features (pyramids) 


