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!  Was the story of the flood and the Ark original to 
the Christian Bible in Genesis, chapters 6–9 at all?  

!  The flood myth is actually common to many 
cultures around the world, and the Christian 
biblical version appears to have its primary source 
in the Mesopotamian myth of Utnapishtim in the 
Epic of Gilgamesh. The earliest known written flood 
myth is a Sumerian flood myth found in the Deluge 
Tablet in which the hero is named Ziusudra. The 
story in Genesis is repeated, with variations, in the 
Quran, where the ark appears as Safina Nūḥ 
(Arabic: نوح سفينة �  “Noah's boat”). 



!  Noah’s instructions for the ark are described in Genesis 6:14–
16.:  
"  300 cubits long,  
"  50 cubits wide, and  
"  30 cubits high 

!  Three internal divisions (which are not actually called 
“decks”, although presumably this is what is intended), a 
door in the side, and a tsohar, which may be either a roof or a 
skylight.  

!  It was made of gofer wood and divided into qinnim, a word 
which always refers to birds’ nests elsewhere in the Bible, 
leading some scholars to emend this to qanim, reeds. The 
finished vessel is to be smeared with koper  

!  Modern estimates of the dimensions of the ark render it as 
510 feet long, 85 feet wide and 51 feet high. 





!  1872 George Smith 
"  An Assyriologist working among the thousands of 

ancient clay tablets brought back to London from 
Iraq, made a sensational discovery: a version of the 
Flood Story written in cuneiform.  

"  Over the years, cuneiform flood tablets have 
continued to turn up. Three distinct Mesopotamian 
incarnations of the Flood myth have now been 
identified, one recorded in Sumerian and two in 
Akkadian.  

"  It has become clear that the tale of a universal flood 
was widespread in Mesopotamia for an entire 
millennium and a half before the Judeans 



!  Dr. Irving Finkel, the British Museum's expert 
of cuneiform studies, provides a further 
clinching piece of evidence: a tablet that 
actually describes animals entering an ark "two 
by two". Not only that, but it offers startlingly 
precise specifications on how best to construct 
one. An ark, so the tablet instructs us, should 
properly be circular in shape, have an area of 
3,600 meters, and be fashioned out of plant 
fibre.  



!  Different traditions also grew up about the identity of 
the mountain resting place for Noah’s Ark, for the 
ancient Babylonian story always retained its 
importance within Judaism, Christianity and Islam.  

!  To push things further we really need a contemporary 
Babylonian map. According to Dr. Irving Finkel we 
have one - the Babylonian Map of the World (#103).  

!  This map is a one of the whole world. It is one of the 
most remarkable cuneiform tablets ever discovered, so 
smart that it has its own Latin nickname - in the world 
of Assyriology at least - the mappamundi, 
notwithstanding other claimants for the title. It is, in 
addition, the earliest known map of the world.  



!  It is a widespread belief that Noah's Ark came to rest on 
Mount Ararat, the defense of the proposition being that it 
'says so in the Bible'. In a way it does, but with one important 
rider:  
"  At the end of 150 days the waters had abated, and in the seventh month, 

on the seventeenth day of the month, the Ark came to rest on the 
mountains of Ararat. And the waters continued to abate until the tenth 
month; in the tenth month, on the first day of the month, the tops of the 
mountains were seen. Genesis 8:3-5  

!  The Hebrew text speaks of 'mountains' in the plural, so the 
key passage means 'in the mountains of Ararat', much as we 
would say, 'in the Alps'. We cannot therefore really translate 
this as if it meant one particular mountain called 'Mount 
Ararat’  

!  Mt. Ararat is, incidentally, only the modern name. The 
venerable Armenian name is Massis; the equivalent Turkish 
name is Agri Dagh.)  



Biblical Ararat corresponds to the ancient name Urartu, which was 
the ancient political and geographical entity due north of the 

Mesopotamian heartland included in the Babylonian map of the world.  



Since 2019, a joint 
scientific team has 
applied GPR, ERT, 
LiDAR, and chemical 
analysis to determine 
whether the 
Durupınar formation 
is a natural 
geological fold—or a 
buried decayed 
wooden ship 
preserved in the 
mountains of Ararat 
(Urartu). 



In the mountains of eastern Turkey, near 
Mount Ararat, lies a mysterious boat-
shaped formation known as the Durupınar 
site. First identified in 1959 by Captain 
�lhan Durupınar, this 157-meter-long (515 
feet) structure perfectly matches the 
biblical description of Noah’s Ark found in 
Genesis 6. It’s location matching what the 
biblical account states in Genesis 8:4 

The Qur’an (11:44) echoes the 
same account: 
“And the ship came to rest upon 
Al-J�d�.” 
Locals still call the mountain 
Al-Judi, preserving an ancient 
memory of a vessel that 
survived a great flood. 



This world map depicts the known world 
from far above as a disc surrounded by a 
ring of water called marratu in Akkadian.  
Two concentric circles were drawn in with 
some cuneiform precursor of a pair of 
compasses whose point was actually 
inserted south of Babylon, perhaps at the 
city of Nippur, the 'Bond of Heaven and 
Earth'. Within the circle the heartland of 
Mesopotamia is depicted in schematic form. 
The broad Euphrates River runs from top to 
bottom, originating in the northern 
mountainous areas and losing itself in 
canals and marshes in the south.  
While this is not only the earliest map to 
address the Flood Story, as mentioned, it is 
also the oldest known world map  





!  Close-up of Babylonian Map 
of the World, front view, 
showing Urartu, the Ocean 
the Great Wall of China and 
Nagû IV, the original home of 
Noah’s Ark  

!  The written and illustrated 
tradition of the Babylonian 
Map of the World is the oldest 
information we have; it 
encapsulates old Babylonian 
ideas of the early second 
millennium BCE which are a 
thousand years older than the 
tablet on which it is 
preserved. According to this 
the Ark came to rest on a very 
remote, gigantic mountain, 
located far beyond Urartu on 
the other side of the world-
encircling Ocean, far indeed 
beyond the ken of man.  
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Noah’s Ark on the top of the twin peaks of Mount Ararat 



15th century Noahic T-O world map from Jean Mansel’s La fleur des histiores  
 Noah’s Ark on top of Mt Ararat and Noah’s sons Japhet, Shem and Ham  

Bibliotheque Royale Albert Ier, Brussels, MS. 9231, fol. 281v 
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!  Noah’s Ark appears in Asia (upper left) of this 
Isidore mappamundi from 1130, just below the 
river Araxis  

!  The house-like structure shown here bears the 
inscription Archa Noe or Noah’s Ark - sitting on the 
twin peaks of Mount Ararat  







Noah’s Ark on Mount Ararat on the 
Ebstorf mappamundi, near 

Alexander’s Wall 



Noah's ark is shown where it came to rest in 
the mountains of Armenia. Below, beyond the 
mountains and the city of Malatya (Metima), 
is the tigolopes, a semi-human creature with 
webbed feet, holding what may be a thyrsus, 
a staff tipped with a pine-cone ornament and 
associated with Bacchus.  





Detail of Noah’s Ark, below a 
drawing of a mountain with 
two peaks, Paris has written 
montes Armeniae altissimi ("the 
highest mountains of 
Armenia"). It suggests that 
Paris's representation of 
Armenia offers a concise 
depiction of the essential 
features of Mount Ararat, the 
highest peak on the Armenian 
plateau.  



Noah in the ark with a ram, lion, 
and a stag, from Ranulf Higden’s 
Polychronicon, England, c. 1350, 
Royal MS 14 C IX, f. 1v 



Detail from the Catalan Atlas of 1375  

The so-called Genoese world map, 1457. 
showing the green-colored Mount 

Ararat and Noah’s Ark between the 
Black and Caspian Seas, with the Tigris 

and Euphrates Rivers flowing south   



Noah's Ark is shown in 
Turkey on Fra Mauro’s 
mappamundi.  The 
drawing of the Ark 
appears at the top of 
Mount Ararat.  



Oldest existing globe 







Detail of Noah’s Ark in Anatolia 
displayed as a three-masted sailing 
vessel on a 17th century portolan chart, 
hand-drawn on vellum by Messina  





Noah’s Ark lands on a mountain, by 
Aurelio Luini, 1555 



Noah's ark as seen by the 
Mughal illustrator Miskin, 
who painted this miniature in 
about 1590. A popular a figure 
in the Quran as he is in the 
Hebrew Bible, Noah (in Arabic, 
Nuh) kneels on the third deck 
facing aft, his head wreathed 
in a flaming halo, while the 
crew-dressed only in 
loincloths-sail the ship. Others 
try to maintain order among 
the castaway menagerie, 
which includes elephants, 
tigers, leopards, dromedaries, 
monkeys, pelicans, and doves, 
and other passengers, one of 
whom has fallen over. While 
the animals are shown in 
pairs, Miskin's ark apparently 
carries no women 





A faint map of the eastern 
hemisphere on the diluvian earth, 
showing Noah's Ark resting on 
Mount Ararat. The map appears in 
Thomas Burnet's 17th century book  
The Sacred Theory of the Earth, 
"Concerning the Deluge, and the 
Dissolution of the Earth." The ark is 
shown surrounded by angels; in 
Burnet's words, "we may . .. suppose 
the good Angels to have look'd 
down upon this Ship of Noah's, and 
that not out of Curiosity, as idle 
Spectators, but with a passionate 
Concern for its Safety and 
Deliverance. . .. We may entertain 
our selves with the Consideration of 
the Face of the Deluge, and of the 
broken and drown'd Earth, in the 
Scheme, with the floating Ark, and 
the guardian Angels.” published as 
Telluris Theoria Sacra, 1681/1689 



Noah’s Ark escorted by angels 







Ark Encounter, a historical 
museum dedicated to the 
legendary Bible story of Noah’s 
Ark, was built to the size specified 
in scripture: 510 feet long, 86 feet 
wide, and 94 feet high. It is be the 
largest timber-framed structure in 
the world, according to its 
designers and developers. The 
Ark, which opened in 
Williamstown, Ky., can hold up to 
10,000 people (the plan is to limit 
the capacity to 3,000, though), and 
a 1,600-seat restaurant is being set 
up on the top deck. The project 
cost $100 million and took a little 
more than one year to build. The 
timber frame construction 
designed. The Ark required 3.1 
million board feet of timber, and 
more than 1.2 million board feet of 
square timbers were needed for 
the frame itself. 

Below is a another Ark 
reconstruction in England 



!  Finkel, Irving, The Ark Before Noah, Decoding the 
Story of the Flood, 2014 

!  Lind, Michael, “Mystery of Noah’s Ark 
Solved!”, 7/25/22 

!  Internet: www.myoldmaps.com,  
“Noah’s Ark on Early Maps” (74 pages) 


