
!  Etymologiarum sive Originum libri XX  
!  This seminal work was initially compiled in manuscript form on vellum, with 

drawings in red and black. The Etymologiarum consists of 20 books on 175 
leaves, including a T-O mappamundi, and was meant to be an encyclopedia 
that summed up the knowledge accumulated by early seventh century 
Europe. 

!  Ultimately became  the FIRST PRINTED map (1472), after centuries of hand-
drawn manuscript versions  

So significant was its 
impact that during the 
following centuries it 
served as a model of 
style and composition, 
as well as a primary 
source for many 
medieval writers.  
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FIG. 1. The T-O mappamundi in a twelfth-century manuscript of Isidore’s Etymolo-
giae, Aix-en-Provence, Bibliothèque Méjanes MS 25 (914), fol. 293r. This map is 
more detailed than the average T-O map, and helpfully labels the parts of the “T” as 
the Tanais, Nilus, and Mare magno (Mediterranean). Fonds Bibliothèque Méjanes, 
Aix-en-Provence. 



















A copy of Al-Idrisi world maps from the 
Nuzhat al-Mushtāq fi'khtirāq al-āfāq  

a.k.a Tabula Rogeriana, originally oriented 
with South at the top, 1154  (#219) 





Oriented with South at the top Re-oriented & translated with North at the top 



















/______________125°____________/ 







Oldest existing globe but covers only 234° 



230° (real world longitudinal distance 131°) 



The first use of the name “AMERICA”  placed on what is now South America 



Note that North America is shown as attached to Asia 



Bailly’s Globe [Verrazano Globe] 1530 (#351) 

Battista Agnese World Map, 1544 (#371) 
Showing Magellan’s circumnavigation 













One of the first maps to show that 
reasonable shape of Africa almost 90 
years before the Europeans knew 















!  Internet: www.myoldmaps.com  


